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CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDEXT: ln accordance with
Standing Order 31a, T nominate during this
session a panel of the following members
who shall act as temporary Chairmen of
Committees whenever requested by the
President or the Chairman of Committees :—
Hon. J. Nichelson, Hon. V. Hamersley, and
Hon. G, Fraser,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day,

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [4.36]: It
15 not my intention to speak at length on
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply. T shall endcavonr to confine mny
remarks to the portion of the State I
represent—the Central Province—and point
out how the programme of the Government
is likely to affect it. [ congratulate the
Government upon the showing they have
made during the past three years. Every
member who has spoken has given the Gov-
crnment eredit for substantial achievements.
In no session of Parliament since I have
occupied a seat in the House have I heard
less carping criticism than on this oceasion;
in fact, it has been practieally ahsent from
the dchate.

Hon. G. W. Miles: | have not spoken yet.

Hon. T. MOORE: I am sure the hon.
member will be no exception, hecause the
Government are eertainly entitled to com-
mendation for their work. They have ex-
perienced strenuous times, but every Min-
ister bas stuck to his duty well, and the Gov-
ernment have made a good showing. I know
that we are not out of the wood yet; the
Government have still a strenuous time
ahead. Evervhody realises that. Last vear
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we had a surplus, the first for many years,
and quite a lot of people considered that on
that account we were oni of the wood. [t
should be remembered that in the past we
have carried on to a great extent with the
aid of loan money, and there must come n
time when supplies of loan money will
vease. ‘The amount we have to find per heal
of population is growing, and pgrowing
vather alarmingly. 1f, by the expenditure
of loan money, plus the cxpenditure of the
nengre revenue available, we were building
up o population in this State eapable of
careying  the extra bhurden imposed by
horrowing, we would be getting somewbere,
hut unfortunately that is not <o, During
the past year oversens arrivals in excess of
departures were roughly 1,000, while the
natural inerease of population was only a
little over 4,000. In this great country there
15 much room for additional population, and
from n defence point of view we are nssured
that population 1s necessary in order to hold
the country. Viewed in this light, we are
not advancing as we should be. TIn fact, the
slow progress heing made is rather alarm-
ing. I am one of those whe maintain that
we are borrowing i a hand-to-mouth fashion
and undertaking only very small projects
that get us nowbere, and that it would he
much hetter if we took a long view and, by
the expenditure of a larger sum per annum,
zeeured something substantial for the ex-

penditure. There would then not be the
tinkering that is going on to-day. 1 have

had oceasion fo unse that word hefore. We
are not going to get anywhere by undertak-
ing only little things. This is a big ecountry
and we should ensure that we obtain for our
expenditure something that will prove
tangihle as the years go by. From the point
of view of popnlating this country, we ave
not doing as well as we might. We hear of
the grave turmoil that exists in the world,
and on every hand nations are re-arming. I
maintain that in order to build up the de-
fences of Australia we wonld be adopting a
wise polivy if we expended a certain amount
of money to attract population. That would
he money well spent. 1f trounble arose, the
money would certainly he found for defence
purposes. It is quite easy to obtain money
for war purposes, but that is the wrong way
to tackle the problem. We would be in a
much better position from a financial point
of view if we spent money more liberally to
secure a population ecapable of defending
Australia, rather than waiting until trouble
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came and then finding owrselves with only
a meagre population.

Hon. G. Fraser: You are not sngeesting
a resumption of immigration, are vou!

Hon. T. MOORE: No. This course has
been sunggested by cerlain leaders, We
should make it possible lor people o secure
employment in this country. T am not sug-
gesting that we should resort to assisted
immigration. By ne means! We know
what a ealamitous propesition it proved in
the past, T believe that it wonld be possible
in this State to cwrry out great develop-
mental sehemes if only we thonght in a
bigger way. We think along lines that are
nltogether too small,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Can von suggest
=omiething 2
Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. One of the

essentials Iacking in the country is water
supplies, which should be provided wherever
it is possible to seftle population. At fimes
I have made requests to the department for
water supplies, the lack of which has pre-
sented a  problem, particularly in the last
couple of years. The people in ceriain areas
are carrying on a preeavious existence be-
ranse they have not the funds to enable themn
to construct dams or sink wells necessary to
conduct their farming operations. The
consequence is that whenever a bad season
ocears, those people are canght. Mr. Holmes
has been in a position to constronet very Inarge
dams, and he knows the value of them. If
it were possible to provide sufficient water
supplies to meet requirements in all seasons,
many of the country residents would be get-
ting somewhere. When I ask the depart-
ment for water supplies, the reply given is,
“Yes, we believe that they are necessary, bul
the Government cannot do everything” T
admit that the Government eannot do every-
thing. Still, it is possible to get money for
roads, and water supphies are required more
than are roads.

Hon, 1. Craig: That is a Federal matter.

Hon. T. MOORE: I am speaking of the
way we spend the money that is available
to the Government. Though the money for
roads is derived from the petrol tax, I sug-
cest that steps should be taken to earmark
a certain amount of it for expenditure on
country water supplies. This  conld he
worked through the Federal Government.
There is now a case where a matter of
€1,000 is to he spent in a distriet on roads,
but what the people there want much more
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than rends 1is a water supply. The pro-
posal, therefore, is altogether wrong. Money
for building roads is available, beecause it
comes out of the petrol tax; but, after all,
the foundation of a country is its  people.
The people herc coneerned need water sup-
plies. Therefore any money expended
wisely in the provision of water supplies is
money spent very well indeed. Western
Australia is a country which lends itself to
a great deal of expenditure in that vespect.
With the present Government I have no
quarrel in the matter: they have spent far
more on water supplies than have other
Governments. However, even the present
Government should go further still. I
would at all times wish to see Agrienltural
Bank farming properties, at all events,
equipped by the Government with water
sipplies.  Then we would be getting some-
where, Many of the abandonaed holdings
have heen abandoned because of insuffi-
cieney of water supplies. No man ¢an carry
on a wheat farm suceessfully without stock.
Hence permanent water supplies are essen-
tinl. I want now to deal briefiy with farm-
ing conditions in the provinece 1 represent.
Unfortunatety, ealamity exists among the
furmers there, espeeially in the Mullewa dis-
trict, which embraces a huge area, because
there has been only 4in, of rain during the
growing period, To hon. members who
know how much rain is required for growing
wheat, T nced say no more, Undoubtedly
there is a very hard time indeed ahead of the
unfortunate settlers to whom T vefer, who
have done their very best. Those settlers
are some of the finest in the eountry, They
have farmed on good lines, and over a
period of favourable years have had geod
erops; but they have no reserves. Here is
a calamity vear, and the Government will
have to assist those unfortunate men. I am
sure the Government will do what they can.
The farmers in that area ave bound to need

assistance.  Side by side with farming, there
are  the pastoral areas. What thas
happened in the pastoral areas is
not  gencrally known, Dbecanse the

pastoralist is  of the non-complaining
sort. Those pastoralists went out 40 years
ago and built vp stations, and did geod
work. It has been truthfully said many
times that, after all, for vears we have
been riding on the sheep's back, but let
us not forget that to-day we have not many
sheep on whose hacks to ride. That is



[9 Seeresner, 1936.)

the unfortunate position of the pastoralist.
Assuredly the (Government have assisted
him by reduced railway freights; but I
would go further and take a long view,
saying that these pastoralists who have been
transporting teed tor their starving sheep
—and we all know what sheep mean to the
country—transporting it from, say, the
Northam district, have a right fo expeet
that feed to he transported for them free
of echarge hy the (iovernment. The amount
of stoek on those stations now is small,
and the herds will take years and years
to build up again. Moreover, the pastoral
country itsell’ will take a long time to re-
cover 1f the stock now on it is lost. In
nmany cases the stock are of exeellent qual-
ity—merino flocks whieh have taken vears
ta build wp. Having gone a long wayx to
assist the pastoralists, the Government
should go further. TUnquestionably they
should defer land tax in those cases, and I
belteve thex will do so. The mining indus-
try is the one bright spot in the province
I rvepresent. .\s everyone knows, on all
hands in the back country to-day there is
a feverish haste to do things. Mining has
provided u good deal of employment, which
is an exeellent thing for the whole State.
There are big miting towns like Wiluna,
and what promises to be a second Wiluna,
Big Bell. There are also Yonanmi and
Triton and other mining ¢enives which have
been of great assistance to Western Auns-
tralia during the pnst two or three vears,
and will continue to afford even greater
assistanee. However, it is nnfortunate that
while the mining ecompanies are doing well,
not mueh provision is being made for the
men who will be maimed in the industry.
TKnowing the mines as I do, I declare that
in spite of all that has been said concerning
the good ventilation of to-day, men who
go into the mines shorten their lives. Ten
or 15 years hence we shall have the same
proportion of young fellows coming out and
needing to he looked after. I hope, there-
fore, that the mining companies will soon
be snffieiently strong on their feet to allow
of something to be taken from their profits
to provide for the inevitahle industrial vie-
tims in the years to come. Tragedies, in-
deed, are occurring daily; we constantly
read in the newspapers of mining fatalities.
Many of those fatalities are the result of
ton mueh hwiry. Plecework obtains in the
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ndustry, and men on piecework do  not
louk after themselves in the direction of
sufety livst. There is too much speeding
up. Certainly foremen and shift bosses
are necded in the mines to look after the
safety of the men. That should be part
ol their duty. If we instil that view into
the people running the mines, we shall eer-
tainly aveid some of the fatalities. The
mining industry, T repeat, is the one bright
spot in the Central Provinee. Now as re-
wards the port of Geraldton. It was poinied
out here vesterday by one of my colleagues
that the port will be hard hit by the instal-
lation of bulk handling, Bulk handling
will have to bhe introduced for the farmers,
heing to their advantage; but the State will
have to look alter the men displaced. In
thiz ecountry there is, untortunately, a good
deal of wemployment to-day. Undoabtedly
the position is not as bad as it was, but
there is too much unemployment in a State
where so mueh remains to he done. There
is plenty of work to be done that would bhe
advantageous for the country, taking the
longz view; but unfortunately too many men
are on shori time ur altogether idle. T hope
somethine will be dene for the men wha
for five or six vears have been on the dole.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Advertise to-morrow
for men to work on farms and seec how
many vou will get.

MHon, T, MOORE: Unfortunately men who
follow a partieular line of work will not
suit on the farms. I know the class of men
offering for farm work., As an employer of
men on a favm myself, T know that only
certain men arve used to farming work.
That is the unfortunate feature. TIf those
men came to Mr. Holmes, he would find
that they were not fitted for the positions
offering. TIf a man does the right thing,
he will only effer himself for work he knows
he can do.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: .\ lot of them can
do nothing.

Hon, T. MOORE: T do not follow the
hon. member in that regard. T know that
thousands of men working in the country
for veurs have hattled hard trving to keep
up two homes—one for themselves, and one
for their families in the metropolitan area.
For such men the time has been ealamitous,
and T hope it will not eontinue. The men
of to-day arc as good as ever men were, and
perhaps better. Tf the men of to-dav are
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giver any work they can do, they will do it.
1 happen to know about Government sus-
tenanee work in the dirvection of regrading
which has been done in the Central Province.
With sustenance men the Government engi-
neers have done the work more cheaply than
they had estimated. Thns it is plain that
men working for the Government, despite
their working only short time, are giving
the State a very fair deal indeed. I hope
something will be done to get those men
full-time employment. Many of them are
married men, and the position of a married
man who is just metting sufficient to Leep
himself in employment is most unfortanate
when lie has to trv to keep up two homes.
A sad picture conld be painted from that
aspect. It is always a question of money;
but as 1 have said before, if ever trouble
starts, we very soon find that money is made
available for destruction of life and pro-
perty.  On the other band, when it eomes
to huilding up a country and huilding up a
population—Dbeeause population, after all,
is what we need, as is evident from the faet
that we encourage married men—we scem
to be hamstrung. It is a yule of banks in
this State. The present Government, to-
gether with other State Governments, go to
the Loan Couneil and discuss where they are
to get money. We all know that the banks
decide how much money is to be allotted to
cach individual Government. I think every
hon. member will agree with that statement,
What we have to-dax is the dictation of the
banks.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Not dictation. Tt is
a natter of measurement. It is a question
of what is available, and that is not dieta-
tion.

Hon, T. MOORE: Will my hon. friend
tell me where money will come from when
another war hreaks out? Has he ever known
of a shortage of oney in that emergency?
As vegards the question of what is availahle,
the real question is as to the amount avail-
able for the given purposc.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It eannot nll he done
at one fell swoop.

Hon. T. MOORE: Much the hetter course
would he to huild up the eountry to-day.
Let ws not wait for the one fell swoop which
will come along by and bye when we have
built up our finances. So far as indehted-
ness is concerned, we have built up our
finanees in a very few vears, Now I wish
to deal with rehabilitation of farmers. The
working of the Rural Relief Aet passed last
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session has not Leen so advantageous to the
farmers as was expected. 1 have bad
brought under my notice individual cases of
farmers under the Associated Banks. The
Agricultural Bank are writing down to a
great extent, but farmers under the Asso-
ciated Banks are not obtaining the relief to
which they are entitled. Unsecured creditors
are certainly being got rid of, but that only
makes the position better for the bank own-
ing the farm. Such is the unfortunate
maunner in which I find the Rural Relief Act
working in the Central Provinee. 1 had
hoped that something beiter would come
out of that Aet. T had hoped that
the Associated Banks also would assist
by writing down, on the prineiple of
equality of sacrifice. But they have not
done so0. It has been said here before,
and I repeat i, that the people on
the farms are just at the end of their
tether as regards wmachinery and horses.
Their houses, which were shacks years ago,
are getting more dilapidated each year. For
vears they have been living in shacks in
which, in those very dry and arid areas, no
one should wish to see children reared.
Surely something could be done in the
way of providing these people with better
housing accommedation. Certainly money
will have to be found for the purchase of
implements and horses to enable farming
to be carried on. Otherwise a number of
farmers will be forced to give up wheat-
growing. I have touched only briefly on
these varions points. The Address-in-reply
gives us a chance to hear what is happen-
ing in various parts of the country, and the
matters I have mentioned are what I find
happening in that portion of the State I
represent, the Central Provinee. The out-
look to-day, except in regard to mining, is
by no means bright. The pastoral and
farming industries are certainly not in as
good a position as one would wish, and
I hope that the Government will be able
to assist the unfortunate people who are in
need of assistance. I support the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.3]:
I desire to offer a few remarks on the
Address-in-reply. I find that there is an
opinion that the Address-in-reply is more
or less a useless institution. Personally, 1
do not think so. T think it is one of the
most useful institutions in Parliament, if
hon. members would but take advantage
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of it. Like the last speaker, I think it
gives an opportunity to members of hring-
ing Defore the couniry at large the eondi-
lious existing in its various parts, and
affords them an opportunity of ventilating
such grievances as need ventilation, of
stressing the nceds of the country, and
especially of indicating the way in which
the country has developed with the passing
of the years. We have seen some big
changes so far as the Government are con-
cerned. The new Government were eleeted
in February, and we find that the existing
Cabinet contains no fewer than four new
Ministers. I expect that as a result of the
changed personnel we may be prepared to
see a more aggressive Government policy
than in the past. Refcrence has been made
to the changes in the personnel of this
House. We have lost two members and
zained two others. I regret to have lost a
very helpful eolleague in Mr. R. G. Moere.
T hope his sueceszor will ably fill his place.
I feel sure that the work Mr. Moore did
while be was here will be appreciated for
many years to come. There is also a new
King on the Throne. We think with regret
of the passing of the late King George, and
remember the very many sterling qualities
whieh endeared him to his people through-
out the Empire. The new Iling is a young
man judging from whose activities in the
past we can be sure will be vitally con-
cerned with the welfare of his people and
the prosperity of the Empire, as his father
was before him. When speaking on the
Supply Bill I mentioned the financial trend,
and speaking now on the Address-in-reply,
I want to make a further reference to that
matter, because there are figures now
available which were not then available,
and which I think are significant. I want
to deal with certain figures having recla-
tion to the per ecapita production of the
State, As I pointed out previously, there
has been an alteration in the figures com-
piled by the statistician dealing with pro-

duetion. The revised tables of production
show the net production in various
industries, instead of as formerly,

the gross production, and some startling
changes are noticeable. There has heen
a very material fall in the produciion per
head estimated on the net basis as compared
with the old basis. For instance, in the
latest Statistical Year Book we find the pro-
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duction is given for 1926, and 1931 to 1933.
I have taken these figures and compared
them with the population fizures. Working
on that basis we find that the preduction per
head since 1926 was as follows:—

Pro-
Year. duetion.
16826 .. .. .- td. 05
1931 .. .. .. 32.07
1932 .. .. .. 37.8
1933 .. .. .. 39.55
1934 .. . .. 46.1
1935 , . .. 45.5

Although the figures have been increasing
sineg the depression, they are still o long
way sbort of the figures of 1926, We find
—and  this is rather diseconcerting—that
there is a fall in the produetion fizure for
1935 compared with 1934, There are mo
figures available for 1936 so far. The figures
dealing with the public debt have heen
steadily inereasing. They are as follows:—

Public Debt.
Interest and
Public debt  Sinking
per head. Fund ¢harges.

£ £
1926 135.7 e.a6
1931 174.1 S.34
1932 180.2 5,03
1933 187.2 7.9
1934 193.4 §.01
1935 197.6 7.92
1936 199.5 7.91

That is, there is practically £200 per head of
public debt, and ihe inerease in ten years has
been from £135.7 to £199.5. These arve
fignres that everyone should regard very
seriously. When we realise that every indi-
vidual, man, woman and child, in Western
Anstralia earries a State debt of £199 3s.,
it shouid give us cause for serious reflection.
The figures with regard to interest and sink-
ing fund charges, as I pointed out on the
Supply Bill, have been affected more favour-
ably owing to the reduetion made in the rate
of interest paid on our debt; and particu-
larly because we were paying snch a small
rate of interest on our Treasmvy Bills, the
charge per head for interest and sinking
fund has steadily diminished. Hon. mem-
bers may have noticed in the figures of the
Budget which was delivered by the Deputy
Premier last evening that in connection
with the interest and sinking fund charges it
was stated that there would be a consider-
able increase on account of the loans fo he
raised during the coming year; so that any
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decrease in the burden per head, unless we
have a tremendous addition to our pepula-
tion, looks like being out of the question,
and from now on we may expeet a steady
inerease in interest and sinking fund charges,
unless, us I have said, there is an inerease in
the population. This question [ hope to be
able to refer to on another occasion when we
shall have before us a Bill dealing with one
aspeet of an inereased wealth production, if
we are so fortunate as to obfain it, There
is another aspect in vespect of these figures
which so far has not heen discussed; thaf is,
the Savings Bank accounts. Some rather
interesting figures can be disclosed in this
regard. For example in 1926 no fewer than
three out of four persons possessed accounts
at the Savings Bank, the lotal heing 75.8
per cent. 1n 1931 this figure had inereased
to 85.6 per eent. Of course [ realise that
quite a number of people would have more
than one account, hut the faet remains that
in 1941 just about when the depression was
starting the number of nceounts was 85.6 per
gent, The tigures sinee 1926 ave as follow:—

Savings Bank ceounis.

0 -
N accounts Veposits

Year. Deposits
to population. per hesd. per nccount.
1926 758 23-2 306:0
1931 834 23- 292
1932 474 235 40-6
1033 44-97 229 alk-8
1934 ... 43-5 235 53-9
1935 ... 411 24-5 35-3
1936 .. 43-4 23 NN

Hon. E. 1L Angelo: Is that a 50 per cent.
drop in those few yvars?

llon. . SEDDOX: \ drop in the num-
ber of accounts. There is a fall from 85.6
in 1931 to 45 per cent. in 1936.

on. F. 11. Angelo: Are you sure of
that !

on. H. SEDDOX: Yes.

Hon. . H. Angelo: Would the drop b«
accounted lor hy the Commonwealth Bank
taking over oar Savings Bank? There
must be some reasen for the drop.

Hon. 11, SEDDON: I ascribe it to the
depression. A number of people carried
Savings Rank accounts not only for them-
selves, but for their children as well, and
they actually had toe close those accounts
hecause of the diffieult conditions through
which they were passing.

Hon, T. Moore: Thrifty people too.

Hon. 1I. SEDDOX: That is the point I
am frying to emphasise—the fact that
the thrift of the community has suf-
fered <evercly as a vesnlt of the depres-
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sion. L have taken out the fizures showing
the deposils per head, that is to say, the
average amount in the aceounts. These are
the figures showing the number of aceounts
in proportion to the population, and the
amount per account per eapita. When we
come to the fgnres showing the deposits
per acecount we find rather & different state
of affairs, It will be seen that the accounts
which snrvived have shown a considerable
increase over 1931, and are very wmuch
laxger than the deposits reekoned on a per
capita basis.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Many thousands of
pounds were stowed away in the Savings
Bank because therc was no proijtable in-
vestiment for the money.

Hon. H. SEDDON: And many thous-
ands of pounds were placed on fixed
deposit  with  the ordinary  Dbanks, Dbe-
cause  people  conld not get a  satis-
factors return for the money outside.
The tigures indicate that a serious blow
has been strnek at the thrifty in the
population on account of the depression.
Theve has been a eonsiderable decrease in
the number of aceounts compared with the
population. That the aecounts which have
survived are the stronger aceounts indi-
cates that the depression is working very
adversely, in so far as we are getting a
scparation, on the one hand, of people who
are practically up agninst it, and those
people whose accounts have survived and
are cvidently in more comfortable cirecum-
stances, and have been able to econtinue
saving even in times of depression. A large
percentace of the population is always up
against it. The first line of defence for
the worker is the savings bank aeecount.
Upon the thrifty depends mueh of the
money we find from vear to vear to pro-
vide relief works, The question is onc
that shonld demand the attention of every
member.  The position of relief works de-
pends entively upon the amount of the
funds available for the absorption of un-
employed. T eannot agree with the last
speaker that banks are able to make these
sums available. My reading leads me to
helieve that these funds are ohtained from
four main sourees.

Hon. T. Moore: Where did thev get the
monex in 19147

Hon. II. SEDDOXN: It was obtained hy
inflation.
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Hon. T. Moore:; A little of that would
not hurt us now.

Hon. 1. SEDDON: We are getting quite
a lot of it. Tt was the aftermath of that
inllaiion which brought snch a debaele later
on,

Hon, G. W Miles: It was obtained From
the thrifty people who were afraid to iu-
vest their money.

Hon. M. SEDDOXN: The thrifty people
who have their money in the savings bank
are providing the lunds which are being
used by the Government for relief works.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the deposiis in
the Associated Banks.

Hon, H. SEDDOXN: These funds eome
from four sources. The first source is the
savings bank deposils; the second source
is the money which is available thronglk
insurance companies; the third sonree com-
prises the funds that are available to trus-
tee companies: and the [ourth souree com-
prises the reserve funds of banks and busi-
ness eoncerns. During the depression a
Yarge proportion of the Treasury bills were
obtained through this unemployed capital.
With the revival of production and an in-
crease in eommercizl activity there is guing
to be a demand for these funds. As husi
ness prospers the money will naturally
come back into business aetivity. We shall,
therefore, be thrown on to the four sources
I have mentioned—savings hank deposits,
aceumulations by insurance companies,
frustee companies’ aceummulations, and the
reserve fund of hanks and commereial con-
cerns, If members have heen following the
figures and the information submitted to
the banking inquiry, they will notice that
the banks submitted figures showing the
enormous amount which they have placed
in Government securities by way of in-
vesting their reserve funds. They have had
the idea thut by investing in Government
seeurities they have a line of protection
for their deposits, upon which they cau
readily draw when the occasion arises. The
first step taken Dby a bank fo meet any
heavy demand upon deposifs would be to
realise on the reserves, and thus throw
those reserves upon the market. 1 am,
however, dealing with the guestion of find-
ing money for relief work. These fonds
are heing obtained from the four different
sources I have mentioned. Whilst increased
activity will create n demand for hank de-
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posits, ehielly fixed deposits, it will also aet
in the way of providing employment iu
cuommercial aetivities, which in my opinion
15 the most satisfactory method of reliev-
ing unemployment. The remaining factors,
however, should be encouraged. If we are
goiny to do that it is essential there should

be some ratic maintained between the
amount of relief expenditure and the
amount  of savings that are available

annually.

Hon, T. Moore: And upon how the popu-
lution grows.

Hon, II. SEDDOXN: Yes. So long as we
have increased commercial activity, so lonz
shall we dimivish unemployment. That i-
a great thing. The function of Govern-
ments is to provide a reservoir fund whercby
they can take eare of the reservoiv of labour
during the time that lahour is secking em-
ployment in industry. The first step is to
conserve these funds as much as possible.
The next step is to exploit the means of
inereasing the wmount available, These
funds have come from the thrifty. We
ltave had the spectacle of men who were
thriftless getting first consideration in em-
ployment.  Surely we should benefit from
our cxperience during the depression. W
should see if therc are not means whereby
we can arrange that the national income
shall be so split up that every worker will
be able to provide some savings, and sce
that he does provide themn by instituting
some form of compulsory savings.

Hon, . Thomsen: Men have to be
“broke”’ hefore they ean get a job.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: The thrifty man not
only provides for his own rainy day, but
the money he has is made available to help
the other fellow. If we are going to bene-
iit from our experience we shonld search
aut for some means to provide for the
conservation of money in times of prosper-
ity to meet the demands which arise ju
times of adversity.

Hon. G~ W, Miles: Such as national in-
surance.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: Yes. That is whv
I am so pleased that this question of national
insuranee is occupying an important part
in the policy, not only of the Feders!l Gov-
ernment, but of cvery Government that is
trying honestly to grapple with the question
of unemployment. Reports have come to
us from the International TLahour Office
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showing that schemes have been inaugurated
in various countries in the direction of
national insurance, thereby comserving the
funds which will be utilised to employ people
who in times of depression are thrown out
of their regular walks of life. The best way
to enforce compulsory saving is by means

of a national insuranee scheme. By that
means we shall have not only a con-
stantly inereasing amount of money

available from year to year for public
works——these  are  really relief works
-=but we shall have means before
long of determining the amount that will be
availahle from year to year, and so we shall
see how far we can go to meet this important
question of unemployment. It will tend to
smooth ouf the peaks and vallevs. The faet
that the money will be available in times of
prosperity will not cause the same strain to
find the money in times of adversity. The
money ecan be sunk in ounr Government
funds, and in times of frouble it will be
there to help in providing employment. This
will smooth out the peaks and valleys which
oceur in the eommunity to-day. There is
another aspect with regard to employment
wiich might he approached, and that is the
question of improving the standard of liv-
ing.  We have had throughout the commun-
ity the very widely expressed desirve for in-
creased Joisare and for a shorter working
week, The flrst poiut {o take is that of rais-
ing the standard of comfort, which is the
basis on which the minimum wage is c¢om-
puted by the Arbitration Court. The fizures
velative to the cost of living have been
worked out on a percentage or proportion-
ate basis as follows:—15 per cent. of the
total wage is allowed for rent; food 40 per
cent.; 13 per cent. is allowed for clothing
and footwear; 5 per cent. for fuel, lght,
ete., and 27 per cent. is allowed under the
heading of miscellaneous. That is all very
well for a formula. No doubt it was arrived
at after caveful investigation.  One may
have a formula and work upon if, and yet
it may not apply all round. Fifteen per
cent. may he allowed for rent. A man may
find himself in an agrieultural town or on
the goldfields, and discover that the allow-
ance for rent is altogether inadequate. As
Mr. Moore pointed out, the bousing condi-
tions in the country areas and on the gold-
fields eannot be compared with those obtain-
ing in Perth and in the more settled parts
of the State. Therefore, when one is work-
ing on a formula, it is desirable to see that
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the formula is applicable. It is no use say-
ing that 15 per cent. is allowed for
rent if there are ne houses availabie,
or if a man is mot in a position %o
find the money with which to build
a house. That is one of the things
which is worth exploitation by the Govern-
ment when they are considering relief works.
Private investment nowhere provides ade-
quate housing accommodation in the outly-
ing parts of the State and up to the pre-
sent this question has been left largely to
private investors. But the private investor
has had some rather harsh experiences, with
the result that he is prejudiced. He does
not look at the question from the standpoint
of the genera] welfare of the commwunity,
but rather {rom that of securing a return on
his eapital, and ensuring that his capital is
safe. Then again, the average private in-
vestor has heen hampered by the effects of
legislation imposed upon him, and he has
heen asked to shoulder part of the burden
of the depression out of proportion ecom-
pared with that borne by the vest of the
community. That has had a natural effeet,
and so we shall fimd that the question of
housing will become more and more one for
the conmmunity at large, and less and less for
the private investor., There is no compari-
son between the standard of housing in the
country and on the goldficlds and that
which obtains in the ecity. Even in respect
of such elementary matters as water supply,
lighting and sanitary services, all of which
demand a large capital expenditure, the fact
is evident that while the provision in ecountry
areas is often most primitive, we insist, on
the other hand, on very high and sound
standards for the city. If our people are to
enjoy the benefits to which they are en.
titled from the tremendous increase in the
productive capacity of the community fol-
lowing upon the application of science, we
must get down to hedroek and ascertain if
something cannot be done to raise the basic
housing standard of the community. All this
leads up to the important question ot
national planning. Whatever may be said
for or against the Soviet Government of
Russia, the fact remains that they have
placed in the forefront of their activities the
question of national planning, A confer-
ence was held in T.ondon recently at whigh
this most important problem was diseussed.
Debates on all sorts of questions were held.
all eoming under that one comprehensive
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heading, and as a resuit it was recognised
thet the question of production by the com-
munity and the matter of consumption must
be thoroughly investigated, and some at-
tempt made to bring the two closer fogether.
For that reason, the first finding of the con-
ference was to emphasise the necessity for
statistical data of a far wider and more in-
tensive description than had been available
through the statistical services. The con.
ference recognised that that was the first
line of approach to the equation of produc-
tion and econsumption, and to the question of
giving the community the standard of living
they were entitled to. Throughout the whole
of mv vemarks, I do not intend to discrimin-
ate bhetween one seetion of the community
and another. If an improved standard of
living is possible, it must apply to every
section. It would be quite useless to main-
tain one standard for the ecity workers and
at the same time a different standard for
their fellow-workers in the conntry arveas,
Unfortunately, that is the position in West-
ern Australia to-day. The conditions in the
exporiing industries are much different from
those in industries concerned with supplying
our local reguircments. It appears to me
that the first line of approaeh is through
the question of housing, and the most satis-
factory method of providing finance is by
way of a system of national insurance.
Lastly, we must insist fo a greater extent
than at present upon the bhuilding up of
statistical daia and information that should
be available but which, under existing cir-
eumstances, we have no earthly chance of
proeuring. That information is not avail-
able to us because our publie service is not
adenunately equipped and financed to provide
the necessary information in connection with
our national income and production per
head. T would like to deal with the question
of mining from the standpoint of specula-
tion. It naturally arises from the necessity
to conserve our savings, Unfortunately the
effect of the mining hoom and the unre-
stricted methods of finance on which many
of the concerns are working have resulted in
what I can only describe as the relentless
pursuit and rothless swindling of the small
investors. It is just about time that the
Government took this matter in hand. It has

heen handled very effectively in other
eonntries.  Great as has been the inerease in
the preduction of gold in  Western

Mustyralia, it i< wothing like as  great as
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the inerease in gold production in Canada,
nor has it inereased as rapidly in that
Dominion. Canada passed throngh the same
experience as Western Australin.  There
was what [ may deseribe as the swindling
period, when everything was booming. That
led to the appointment of a Canadian Com-
missioner of Securities. As a result of the
aetivities of that oflicial, clever eriminais
were driven out of the country, and in the
United States and elsewhere opened up
what are known as bucket shops and sold
worthless shares to the publie.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Some of them must
have come to Western Australia.

Hon, H. SEDDON: It is recognised by
the police of the capital cities of Australia
that men, after having bheen placed in guol
in, say, Brisbane for swindling, have gone to
Melbourne or Sydney or vice versa at the
completion of their sentences and have
npened oflices.  They have persnaded people
tu invest their money with them, and just
when the stage is reached at which the in-
vestors begin to ask questions, their activi-
ties come under the notice of the police. Un-
fortunately, often the information is avail-
able too late, and when action is sought to
he taken, the birds have flown. The police
tell us that there has been a procession of
these fellows from one capital city to
another, all of them with their criminal
records, hut under the existing system there
is no collaboration between the various
police departments that would enable track
to be kept of the individuals concerned, or
fo prevent them from carrying om the ques-
tionable schemes by which they fleece the
public. Tt has been said cynically that a
man shounld be able to take care of his own
savings, On the other hand, the small in-
vestor is partienlarly suseeptible to the
representations of these plausible gentle-
men, with the result that time after time he
is fleeced of all he possesses. We have the
spectaele of such individuals being robbed
of all theiv savings because the criminals I
have referred to are given free scope instead
of having their activities curtailed and con-
trolled as thev should be.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is not there some pro-
vision for this sort of thing in a Bill intro-
dueed in another place?

Hon, H. SEDDOX : T do net know.

The Chief Secretary: What do you sug-
gest can he done?

Hon. H. SEDDON: In Canada they have
taken drastic steps. , Ther appointed a
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Commissioner of Securities. The first step
was to license the promoters of companies
and alsv persons who were posing as stock-
brokers. Quite a number of people are
called stockbrokers who are not affiliated
with any stock exchange, and that is the type
that requires to be wafched. The first step
was to issue u license to every promoter be-
fore the individual was allowed to proceed
with the promotion of the undertaking. Not
only was control exercised before the com-
pany was formed, but certain exhaustive
inquiries were made by the Governmeut
authorities, and certain information had to
be supplied and various conditions com-
plied with before the company counld he
floated. The result has been a great im-
provement. That applies also to stock ex-
change speculation, whieh is a game on
its own, If a man knows the game and the
rules, he enters into it with his eyes open.
He knows what he is taking on and what
he can expect. He knows that it is largely
a contest between the ‘‘bulls’’ and the
“‘bears.’’ The ‘‘bull’’ has been descriked
as the man who buys semething he does not
want and the ‘“bear’’ as the man who sells
something he has not got. Between these
two sections, the whole gume of stock ex-
change speculation is earried on. That is
all right so long as the individnal knows
what he iz doing, and he is folly aware of
the rules of the game. It is really a kind
of warfare, and if one loses anything it 1s
one’s own fault. On the other hand, this
eame has got a long way out of hand. Ab-
solutely essential information has, in many
instances, been suppressed or at least mis-
represented; and thus the game has not
been played in accordance with the strin-
gent stock exchange runles. As fo the gen-
eral public, many who at the time of the
boom endeavoured fo make a fortune
quickly lost almost everything they had
made. Those are the people who require
protection. To a large extent they can-
not protect themselves. Much has been
done in the United States and Canada, and
the question is being investigated in Great
Britain to-day. Mnuch more can be done
to police the activities of these people. Tn
Western Australia we are up against what
I regard as an almost insurmountable ob-
stacle. Probably 98 out of every hundred
concerns in this State are operated either
from Adelaide or Melbonrne, so that the
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State can exercise no contrul over those
companies, which have done some pretiy
hard and tall things. "The provisious of
the Canadian legislation sought, in the first
place, to prevent fraud through misrepra-
sentation and misappropriation of moneys
or securities obtained from investors. .-
other abject was to procure for investors
a eomplete disclosure of essential informa-
tion with regard to the securities oifered
for public sale. In the third place, ihe
legislation aimed at Stock Exchange super-
vision and co-operation with the Govern-
ment department. The British Government
recently authorised an investigation re-
garding investment trusts, That type of
business 15 opening up here and is rapidly
developing  throughout Australia. IHon.
members will no doubt recall the exposures
made in Sydney recently with regard to a
company operating between Sydney and
New Zealand. The disclosures showed how
ruthless were the directors of those two
concerns in using money forr their own pur-
poses. That type of secheme has been ex-
tended throughout the Australian capital
cities, and now is the time for Goveruments
to take action and secure control over the
running of the undertakings. The idea
underlying the scheme is that a sum is sub-
scribed by vavious investors. We will sav
that £20,000 is subseribed and that money
is then invested in, perhaps, eight or fen
different classes of industrial stoek.
Owing to the faet that these seeuritics are
in large dennminations (£100) they ave
outside the reach of the ordinary small in-
vestor. But after combining, the stocks arve
all bought, and the interest returned is all
pooled, and the investor is paid propartion-
ately to his holding,  After 10 years the trust
is wound up, and the investments ave cither
sold oy distributed amongst the share-
holders. The diffieulty arises that the num-
ber of units or shares which are sold to the
shareholders can only be handled and trans-
ferred through the concern ijtself; thev are
not listed on the Stock Excbange, and there
is no free market. So the investor finds him-
self tied up with the share in this concern
and is not able to effect a sale. Certain
recominendations were made following in-
quiry. The first was that thess clubs shouid
he registered and controlled in the same way
as an ordinary commercial company. The
socond was that the management be restricted
to the United Kingdom. The third was that
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carh trust deposit a substantial ameunt as
security for <hareholders. In the fowrth,
provision wa: made for the free transfer
of units and sub-units; and the fifth was
for transters to earry stamp duty and come
under Stamp Act penalties. The court had
power to wind up the concern at the re-
quest of agerieved shareholders, and it was
provided that at the request of 10 per cent.
of the shareholders a Government inspeetor
would be made available to investigate books,
¢te., of the voncern. Tt appears to me that
one way in which the Government conld find
a unseful aetivity would be by safepnarding
those people who are saving up a few
pounds and looking for a hetter investment
than is provided hy the Savings Bank. There
i# urgent need for a Commonwealth Com-
panies Ac¢t. That is the only way in whieh
I can see we might gep contrel over those
companies which are domiciled outside the
State. Reverting to goldmining, T wani to
quote an outstanding example of a company
which is now holding a mine in Western
Anstralin. Tt shows the kind of thing that
i going on. Three years ago a mine was
discovered with sensational values and was
acquired by a promoter for £11,000 cash and
a large pareel of shares. e had a long
option period and he paid off the amount
out of the ore won from the mine. The
shares were quoted on the market and rose
from a few pence up to 7s. Tn 12 months
from £40.000 to £350,000 worth of gold had
been won from the show. In spite of this
a 1s, eall was made which the shareholders
were told was for the purpose of installing
machinery, but io the best of the knowledze
of the shareholders mno machinery was
acquired.  Moreover, nohody knows where
that £40,000 or £30,000 has gone to. XNo
aceonnts have been given ta  the shave-
holders: there has not been n meetine of the
sharcholders for three years, and no balance
sheet has been issued for the same period.
nor can the shaveholders get any informa-
tion whatever. That is the sort of thing that
is going on in Western Australia, for the
mine is here and the eompany is here. Actu-
ally the company now holding the mine is
rexistered in Adelaide, and the offending
person is resident in Perth. He gets away
with it while the loecal shareholders are help-
less.

Tlan. H. 8. W. Parker: Are the shaves
still heing auoted?

Teom, FI. SEDDOXN: T believe they are.
That is the kind of thing that has been gaing

on in this State. I ean quote other equally
glaring instaneces, but I expeci my colleague
will give further illustrations of what has
been done in the way of mining flotations
and mining finance. This state of affairs
is no good to the community, and I sincerely
hope the Government, in the interests of the
mining industry, and of the people of thiz
State, will have a special investigation made.

Hon. A. Thomson: Alse in the interests
of the people who put their monev into the
mine,

Iion. H. SEDDON: Now another qnes-
tion, namely that of reporting on mines. We
get people coming forward and we find that
prospectuses arc issued proelaiming that
Mr, So-and-so has reported on ihe
mine. But when we come 1o make
investigations we find that Mr. So-and-so
is ne befter qualiffied to report om
a mine than is the average sehoolbov, but
beranse his mune has been preinred on the
prospectus and  distributed  amongst the
community, many people aceept him as a
uith ol wide knowledge.  'We get such men
posing as mining experts when they have no
more nualifieations than schoolboys.  Ilere
is an instanee where the Minister for Mines
could well tzke aetion, by insisting that
such men must have the requisite qualifica-
tions hefore being allowed to veport on a
mine. Some of those men are pretty un-
serupulous and wot above engaging in a
swindle.  Those two eases T have cited
might well oeenpy the attention of the Gov-
ernment.  Now I should like to deal with
some goldfields matters of importance to the
woldfields community. T was plensed indeed
to see that the gentlemen who are dealing
with the moneyv that was raised under the
Youtl and Motherhood Appeal have dectded
(o allocate £3,000 to the Kalgoorlie hospital.
1 want to volce my appreciation of their
wenerasity in that direction. Certainly the
money did not come before it was needed.
T shonld like to point oul to membhers that
the demand made on behalf of the Kal-
goorlie hospital was due to the fact that the
inaternity ward is a distriet ward: instanees
have occurred where mothers have had to be
moved three times within eight davs after
their confinement, this for absolute lack of
accommodation. So it will be seen that the
demand for a new maternity ward was not
made hefore its time. T am pleased to sec
that ir 1= intended to provide a pre-natal
clinic there, =0 that those requiring medieal
attention will he able to get the neces<arv
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nmedical advice and assistance at that clinic,
That does not get over the faet that the
Kalgoorlie hospital is urgently in need of
replacement. The buildings there are very
old and although there has been a large sum
of money spent in providing new quarters
there, I still say the whole of the premises
ought to be rebuwilt.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you speaking
from experience of another place up there?

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, but I am speak-
ing from my own knowledge of the hospital.
Another question is that of the schools on
the goldfields. Many of them have been
carried on from year to year without any
money being spent on renovations or recon-
ditioning. . I hope the policy of the Govern-
ment will be to devote some of their Loan
funds, not only to the school premises but
also to the quarters oceupied by the teach-
ers. That would give those teachers some
little comfort in the outlying distriets where
they are working. Members will recall that
a few years ago there was a movement for
the veduetion, if not the abolition, of the
Kalgooriie School of Mines., Indeed, it was
suggested by a Minister in another place.
At that time there were but three students
in the geological class, and so the lecturer
in geology—of course he had other Qduties
to attend to—bad only three pupils facing
him in the classroom. The following figures
will give some indication of the present

position :—

In 1932 there were 289 studenis in the
school.

In 1933 there were 306 sfudents in the
school.

In 1934 there were 330 students in the
school.

In 1935 there were 476 students m the
sehool.

And T have here a message from the

Students’ Assceiation which tells me that,
ineluding the correspondence class, the num-
ber of students to-day is 600. When it is
realised that there has bLeen but very litfle
inerease in the staff, it will be undersiood
that the work put npon the lecturers by this
enormous crowd of yonng men is very great.
For thet reason I should like to see the
Government increase the stafus of this
school. At present it is under the control
of the Director of Technieal Edueation.
That was arranged some years ago with the
idea of restricting the staff. From the
records of the school, I think it should be
placed on the status of a university. My
reason for saying that is because a number
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of young men, who were irained in thatb
school, have gone to other parts of the world,
where they have worked themselves up to
the highest technical positions. Some of
them are managers on the Golden MMile,
while others are managers in Canada, the
United States and South America. Al this
becanse of the excellent training they ve-
ceived at the Kalgoorlie School of Mines.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: That is the trouble;
we lose all the dbest of our young men.

Hon, H. SEDDON: That was so, but at
present there is an absolute searcity of
trained men in the mines. I should like to
sce the fine records of this sehool recognised
by the Government, and the status of the
schoo] raised io the status of the Adelaide
Schoal of Mines, which is under the control
of a special committee and has the status
almost of a university. As I say, in the
mining industry to-day every man who has
had training on the scientifie side of mining
is sure of promotion. The old ides of pro-
moting the practical miner has not worked
oub satisfactorily in some respeets, and the
need is recognised for the seientific and
technieal training of the staff. For that rea-
son, I should he glad to see the Government
do something to improve the status of this
school,

The Chief Secretary: How is the status
regarded as lower?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Through bheing
under the control of the Director of Techni-
cal Iiducation, it is regarded outside the
State as heing more or less a teehuical
school, and there is a great difference be-
tween a technical school and a ¢ollege. From
that standpoint I should like the Govern-
ment to investigate the matter and plaee the
Schoo] of Mines on an independent hasis,
ensuring that its control is exereised apart
from the department controlling technieal
education.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is to say. in-
stead of being a subsidiary institution, yon
wonld make it quite distinet.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, and give the
school its own control. I did intend to
speak on the question of soil erosion, be-
cause certain remarks made by me on a
previous occasion are being borne out hy
very significant and sensational statements
made by scientifie investigators in the Fast-
ern States. Members have before them an
example in what is taking place in western
America. What is ocenrring there is zoing
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to oceur in Western Australia unless vigo-
rons steps are taken to prevent the erosion
that is occumrring under the methods in
which the farming and pastoral areas are
being exploited.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Such erosion has
already taken place in paris of Seounth Ans-
tralia.

Hon. H, SEDDOXN: Yes.

Hon. J. Cornell: And in parts of the
wheatbelt here.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That is so. I think
I have touched the items wpon which I par-
ticolarly desived to speak. T sincerely trust
that the Government will have a sunecessful
career and that the legislation to be intre-
duced wili be such as will enable us to pro-
vide for the welfere of the people and the
advancement of the community as a whole.
I have pleasure in supporiing the motion.

HON. W. J. MANN (Scuth-West) [6.2]:
At the outset I wish to associate myself
with the remarks made regarding the
lamented death of King George V., and with
the tributes paid to the present King. [
deplore the death of two old and respected
members of this House, namely, Sir Edward
Wittenoom and Sir Charles Nathan, With
other members, I regret the defeat of Mr.
"R. G. Moore and Mr. Yelland. Our recol-
lections of those two gentlemen are pleas-
ant, and we sympathise with them in their
passing from Parliamentary life. T join in
the expressions of welcome extended to
the two new members. 1 trust that their
sojourn in this Chamber will be as pleasant
as that of almost every member who has
been here in my time. I have already ex-
pressed myself regarding the retirement
from the Ministry of Mr. Drew and the
¢leetion of Mr. Kitson to the leadership
of the House. T trast that he and Mr. Gray
will continme to enjoy the confidence of
members, and that their work in their
new spheres will prove congenial to them
and beneficial to the State. The Speech of
the Lient.-Governor differs very litile from
its predecessors. There was the usnal brief
recital of the State’s main achievements
for the vear, most of it already ancient
history. Then there were a few meagre
references to legislation that it is proposed
to introduee during the session. I consider
it a pity that more information is not sep-
plied te members regarding proposed legis-
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lation. If that were done, members would
have an opportunity, if they so desired, 1o
make some research, and then the complains
frequently heard of Bills being introduced
late in the session, unexpectedly, and with
insufficient time for their study, would be
unjustified. If the Governmeni provided
more information regarding their legisla-
tive programme, the business of Parliament
would be expedited and better debate would
result.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It was the eustom for
many years to do that.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Then I am afraid
that successive Governments have fallen
from grace to the detriment of Parliamen-
tary work. The most outstanding feniure
of the Speecch is the referenee to the year's
surplus. It is alleged that we finished the
year with a surplus. I do not intend to
diseuss the question of finance, but the
statement has been made, and not euntro-
verted, I think, that the State has neglected
to pay at least one of its obligations,
namely, sinking fund. If that be so, I
ean hardly sec how we can logieally claim
to have had a surplus. I understand ‘‘sur-
plus’? to mean an amount remaining after
cvery obligation and charge has been paid.
If that is a correet interpretation of the
word, the people ol the State are being in
a sense—l hardly like to say deceived—-
misled, and the actual position is not quite
as rosy as has heen painted. I snppose that
all Governments are equally to blame for
endeavouring to put the very best faee
on their finaneial transactions, and T do
not know that the present Government arve
any exception to the rule, or any preater
sinners than their predecessors were. It
will be interesting to hear the Leader of
the House in explanation of that point. T
am gratified that there are indications of
slowly returning prosperity. I do not pro-
pose to eover the whole of the items re-
ferred fo in the Speech, but will address
myself mainly fo those with which I am
more closely associated. The Speech re-
cords that the shipments of fat lambhs
for the year have heen highly satisfactory.
That statement is pleasing to some of us
who years ago, in season and ount of season,
endeavoured fo edueate the people to rea-
lise that the South-West was suitable for
fat-lamb raising. T ean well recall the
apposition and ridieule that was heaped
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upon u~ in those days. On one eceasion
I snent rather a long time in writing a
column article advoeating early and con-
tinnous attention to the production of fat
lambs in the South-West. The article saw
the light of day, and at the time of its
publication I had to make a train Journey.
I sat in a corner of a compartment when
a4 man cntered with the newspaper. He
was the wool representative of one of the
biggest firins at that time operating in the
State, He made some seni-humorous re
marks about people not having mueh brain,
and added, “Here ts a damn fool down
here trving to te¥l people that fubt lambs
¢an be grown in the South-West.” T hal
the pleasure of listening to some remark-
able criticism of my laek of intelligence.
I did not let him know that T was the
author of the article, but many a time
since T have wished T could get into touch
with him and ask him how he squared
opinien in those days with the
of fat lambs in the South-
West at present. In my estimation
the industry las  only com-
menced. It is a form of activity for which
there is quite a hig outlet, and if growers
eontinue to follow it up as they are doing
at present, it will mean the introduction of
mueh new wealth into the State. Those en-
anged in the industry are the type of people
who rarely approach the Government for
assistance.  They are very self-reliant,
and almast invariahly have fought their own
hattlas. There ig one way in which the Gov-
ernment could assist them, and that is by
the provision of better transport. This mat-
ter has been bronght np at the annual South-
West Conference for some time past, and
to the eredit of the railway authorities, some
improvement has heen made. But there is
still voom for further improvement. One
heavs frequently—not so often as in the
past—complaints of lambs being bruised in
transit, and being rendered unfit for export.
Every lamb damaged in that way means an
ceonomie loss to the State,

his
production

just

Sitting snapended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. J. MAXN: Prior to the tea ad-
jonrnment 1 was making reference to the
production of fat lambs, and in passing
pointed out the nccessity for the greatest
eare being taken in the matter of transporta-
tion. T -aid that everv animal domaged
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as [he result of Hrpising was an cconmmnic
lo=s to thiz State, beeause its value in pew
meney was lost to us. Tt we conld urge the
railway men in all grades (o remember that
fact, it would be highly advantageous: aud
this applies especially in the case of men in
autherity in the Railway Department, who
eonld endenvour to educnte employees in
the lower grades coneerning the nced for
careful shunting and handling. In the Sounth-
West we are looking forward to the dav
when the nced for the leng jowrney from
the South to Fremantle will be obviated and
it will be possible to establish abatteirs in
Bunbury and have Jambs shipped from that
port. Considerable progress has been wade
during the past few vears with the Buubury
harbour, though a good deal remains fc be
done.  However, the work is thoroughly
justified, beeanse unquestionably in the years
to eome the shipment of primary products
From that part of the country will he made
from that port. Bunbory is the main port
of the South-West, and should receive the
trade that is its due. Tf lhat were done,
it would ohviate much of the damage cawvsed
hy railway transport, besides saving con-
sidernble cost to the producers. Mention
is made in the Speech of the improvement
in the quality of bLutter manufactured in
Western Australia during the past year. In
my  opinion this is Jargelv the result of
dairying eduneation.  The various agri-
cultural Dodies in  the South-West have
for many years nrged the Government to
grant assistance in the direetion of the
introduction of pure-bred bulls and pedi-
greed stoek, and also in other direetions.
As the effect of education, better pastures,
carveful herd testing, more hygienic methods
on the farm, and, what is equally import-
ant, the adoption of the moest approved
seientifie methods in the hutier factories
have combined to bring about that desir-
able state of affairs. T is also gratify-
ing to know that in a sewsun when
the production of butter for export throngh-
ont Awstralia iz down considerably—
te the extent of 37 per cent. as eom-
pared with the previous year—our output,
although we are small compared with the
re~t of Australia, has shown no diminution.
Ancther fact in which we can take pride is
that while the perceninge of choice butter
mimufactured {or export in the Fast hag,
unfortunately, fallen 926 per cont., the in-
erease in Western Australia is Letween 20
and 30 per cent.—a highly commendable in-
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ereaze, and one which proves thar our dairy
{armers ave now on much better lines than
in the past, and that there is a uch better
future ahead of them from an export point
of view. Already the dnirying industry is
second only to wool amongst Australia’s in-
dustries, and it is destined, I feel sure, in
spite of the competition ol other parts of
the world, to grow to still greater dimen-
sions.  While all of us hope that wool will
always hold its place in Australia’s economie
structure, we cannot elose our eyes fo the
faei that the wool trade is heing seriounsly
threatened in  numerous divections, For
that reason L consider it highly essential
that the Government should do everything
possible not only to help the wool grower
but also to assist the daby farmey to hold
a leading place in the productivity of
our agrienltnral areas. Qf 94982 tons,
almost 95,000 tons, of butter manunfactured
for export in Australia last year—and
worth, by the way, about £10,000,000—
Western Australia’s share was very small
indeed, almost negligible; but that share will
zrow. In the manufacture of choice grade
we have advanced from about 1 por cent. to
about 30 per cent., and our position from
the aspect of export trade will rapidly im-

prove. The ¢bhief faector is winter
storage, and it may not be out of
place  to make a  hrief  reference
to the phenomenal increase that has

taken plaee in Australia’s export of butter
during the past few years. Tn 1926-27 barely
166,000 boxes of butter were examined hy

the authorities controlling export. TDown
the intervening years there has heen a

steady inerease, until during the year ended
June, 1935, no less than 4,498,000 hoxes
were examined—almost 3,000,000  boxes.
That represents a phenomenal inc¢rease, and
tells us that, provided Australian buiter can
et a fair spin on the world’s markets, it
will hold its place. There is canse for satis-
faction, too, in the fact that the price of
Kangaroo brand butter in London has
reached within a few pence of the price of
best New Zealand. We have been told for
a good many vears that we could never com-
pete with New Zealand because we could
never get the quality or other features
connected with butter manufacture. For a
time the prices were nlmost parallel. There
has been a difference of oniy a few pence
for some considerable time. That in itself
is most heartening, and I hope that the
prejudice against Australian butter abroad
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i« being broken down. I urge the
Federal Government, and the State Govern-
ment also, to back up the Australian Export
Produce Boavd in their endeavour to in-
ereuse  the sales of  Australian  butter
abroad. EUndoubtedly those who have trav-
elled and have sampled bufter from a good
many countries can say with all truth that
there is no better buiter manufactured than
the choice butter manufactored in Aus-
tralia. I was interesied o learn in the Enst-
ern States recently that a conference of
butter factory managers had recommended
the establishment of Australian restaurants
throughout Great Britain. That recom-
mendation T regard s an excellent one, he-
cause it will cnsure 1o the people of Britain
the opportonity of eating choice Australian
butter. In the past our trouble has heen
that it has been almost impossible lo ob-
tain Anstralia’s hest products in Britain.
Onee the people of the Old Coun-
iry have eaten choice Australian butter—and
1:0t the manipulated or blended article that is
so frequently sold as Australian butter—the
consumption will increase largely. The
establishment of a chain of Australian
restaurants throughout Britain would do
nfore than anything else I can suggest to
destroy the prejudice of which I have
spoken, and to defeat the machinations of
the blenders and distributors, none of whom
is a great friend of Australia. There
i a good precedent for the proposed
action, a precedent set by Argentine. TFor
a  considerable time the Argenfine ex-
perienced the same prejudice and the same
diffienlty with regard to their meat, as a re-
sult of which they established a chain of re-
tail stores throughout Britain, in which they
sold Argentine beef. The result was most
satisfactory, and as far as I know those
stores are still in existence. At any rate
there is the testimony of the people of the
Argentine that that action put them on the
map with regard to the consumption of their
meat in (ireat Britain.

Hon. H. Tuckey: That would be a Govern-
ment trading concern.,

Hon, W. .J. MANXN: I cannot say. Inihe
production of cheese, which is another grow-
ing industry in the South-West, splendid
progress is being made, and here again the
money expended at  different times and
anthorised by Parhament is being returned
in inereased production and the build-
ing up of & good sound trade. The quality
of Western Australian cheese is well known
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to be excellent; sv excellent, in fact, that the
demand is in excess of the supply. Next
vear we hope to sep the output from the
three or four factories in this State reach
1,000,000 hs. Not a big output, perhaps,
but o considerable amount for an industry
that has only just commenced. Last year
we sent £75,000 to the Eastern States for the
purchase of cheese, and if we do no-
thing meore than direct that to the
tarmers of the State, we should be doing
them a good turn and keeping money in
the State instead of sending it elsewhere,
Reference to the agricultural industry would
not be complete without mentioning group
settlement and the Agrigultural Bank. Both
have been in the limelight considerably of
late, and both have heen roundly eriticised.
In my estimation, while there is a great deal
that is blameworthy on either side, both sides
are deserving of sympathy. Group settle-
ment was a trewmendous experiment, It was
un experiment which was agreed to by Par-
linment, and has been backed np by Parlia-
ment over a good many years. But it is an
experiment, too, which, as a resnlt of most
deplorable management, has gone very near
to collapsing altogether. I believe we have
reached the bottom level and that from now

on there will be some real progress. The
Agrieultural Bank is deserving of some
sympathy, heeause it came into  the

scheme wlen most of the damare bad been
done. Various Governments endeavoured to
carry on group settlement. They got it into
a hopeless mess and then quietly shelved it
on to the Bank and said, “Now gei out of
that if you can.’’ TFor that reason the Bank
deserves gencrous  treatment. The task
undertaken was of tremendens magnitude
and while we, perhaps, have been a libtle im-
patient somctimes regarding the result of
the Bank's activities, we must realise that it
was an undertzking that necessarily fook
time. On the other hand, there is a good
deal to be said for the settler. With a few
exeeptions, I contend the group settlers now
are a very estimable community. They have
been subjected to a good deal of adwverse

treatment. They have also been sub-
jected to a lot of adverse -eritieism,
much of which was nnwarranted he

cause, after all, the great majority of the
eroup seitlers are hardly ever heard of. Tt
is frequently the fellow with an axe to grind
who makes the most noise, and that has been
the ease all along. 1 am not going fo ac-
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cept the statement that the group seftler is
genervally an inferior person. As a matter
of face, he is rather a superior type inh
many vrespects. I feel sure that no member
of this House would have submitted for a
week to anything like the interference with
his business which group settlers have had
to endure ever since they entered the scheme.
The group secttler has been asked to do
what every experienced farmer knows to be
extremely diffieult, if not impossible. It was
expected that he would make a reasonable
living, bring up and educate a family de-
eently, increase the capital value of his hold-
ing, pay rent and interest on outrageously
high valuation on a very small area, and in
most instances with an inadequate herd and
inadequate pastures. And all this very often
under the direetion of incompetent officials
who were placed over him, and many of
whom, I am sorry to say, had themselves
previously proved [ailures on  the lamd
There is no doubt that the gronp settier has
been badly directet and I do not know of
any man in any other walk of life who
would submit to an incompetent person
walking in wwl  telling him  how {o
conduct  his  business, and insisting
that he should follow a course which he him-
self knew would lead to disaster. This is
what the group sebtler has been forced to
do, or get out of the seheme altogether. Fol-
lowing the reconstruction of the Bank, the
Commissioners revalued all the holdings and
announced the new assessments in a manner
which T think was asking for tronble. These
new valuations were fired at the settlers in
a take-it-or-leave-it fashion, and with the
intimation that thev need not bother about
making anv appeal because if they did it
wounld not he noted. That was looking for
trouble, becanse in the very best of schemes
there is always some anomaly, and the Bank
Commissioners in my estimation in that re.
gard erred. My complaint against the Bank
Commissioners in that direction is first of
all the tactless way in which they approached
the settlers, and secondly—which is more
important—that they failed to check up on
any of the valuations that had been made,
or apparently so. and I say that because if
they had checked up on valuations here and
there they would probably have diseovered
what they have had to admit sinee, that
there were quite a number of anomalies.
Verifieation of that can he found in the fact
that as result of the recent outery and the
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publicity given to the action of a section
of the settlers, the Bank sent down an official
to look into a nunber of the valuations dis-
puted. I understand that there were no
fewer than forty valuations that were re-
garded by the settlers as being altogether
unfair. Later on one of the Commissioners
went down to investigate the position. I have
not been able to obtain definite information,
but I have been told that in every case of
appeal there has heen a revaluation in
favour of the settler; the xettler’s contention
has been admitted and assistance or a fur-
ther writing down has been gramted. If that
is the position of a few, what mnst be the
position of the whole? If the Commis-
sioners, before the revaluations were made
public, had themselves checked up on the
figurez smndied, they would have seen that
some of (he revaluations on heing made
publie would be met with a great deal of
opposition. Then I consider thai the Com-
mizsioners’ extraordinary determination that
they were not going to be interviewed by
anyone, seftlers or even members of Par.
liament, was responsible for much of the
dissatisfaction. I do not for a moment con-
tend that members of Parliament wanted
to get into the picture, beeanse they had
had quite enough of group tronbles; but
if they had been requested to inltervene
they wounld willingly have done so. This
attitude on the part of the Commissioners
raised feelings of distrost amongst the
settlers, who interpreted such attitude to
mean that it was uscless fo attempt to
secure redress, and that only one thing re-
mained—if they did not like it, they counld
walk off.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Commissioners
were ecarrying out the provisions of the
Agricnltaral Bank Aet.

Hon, W. J. MANN: That may be so, but
members of Parliament were not anxious
to get into the picture at all.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Commissioners
had declared that they were poing to take
a firm hand.

Hon. W. J. MANN: There are different
ways of taking a firm hand. Two men can
approach a problem; one can make a mess of
it and another can act quite sensibly. There
are alwavs two wars of doing mosi things.
TWhat the settlers want is a revaluation
based on 3 clear and definite realisation
of the earnine capacity of the asset, pro-

vided it is worked with reasonable energy
and is not allowed just to dwindle away,
or to be worked in a haphazard fashion. Be-
tween the estimate of experienced farmers
and the estimate of the Bank ss to fair valu-
ations there is a wide gap. On the one
side the valuation is made as a resulf of
life-long experience, and on the other side
it iz made mainly from the point of view
of capitalisatin, the business point of
view, There is a tremendous difference te-
tween the two. One man knows from ex-
perience what a holding will produce under
the best conditions, but the official views
it from the standpoint of pounds, shillings
and pence. When valuations are made in
that way not mueh can be said for them,

Hon. G. W. Miles: How wonld the sei-
tlers get on if the blocks were given to
them?

EHon., W. J. MANX: They would get on
all right.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Some of them would
gel on,

Hon. W. J, MAXN: There has been pro-
digal waste and misguided effort, with rhe
result that the position of the settler has
becone untenable. It has been suggested
that the right of appcal against valuations
should be made possible before a board.
Opposition to that course has arisen on ch
ground that it is against ordinary banking
practice. If the conditions were the same
in the case of the Associated Banks as it
was in the ease of the Agrieultural Bank,
there might be something in that conten-
tion, but the two sets of eonditions are not
analogous. The ordinary banking institu-
tion determines the value of the asset be-
fore any advance is made. In the case of
the group settler ne such procedure is
followed. The Agricultural Bank was
merely given a proposition with a  fie-
tittous value, a value often inflated be-
vond reason. It cannot fairly be urged
against the right of appeal to o board that
it is not in keeping with ordinary banking
practice. In the cirenmstances anomalies
are bound to be frequent. T favour appesal
to a board, provided the tribunal is com-
posed of experienced farmers, who have
successfully operated their own propertics.
I hope the suggestion will be accepted, in
whieh ecase it should make for the very
much smoother working of the scheme. I
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trust the Bank will keep down interest
charges to the lowest possible level. It has
been suggested that the interest shoull
be reduced to 245 per cent. I would not
go as far as that, becanse the scheme is
entitled to charge fair inferest. Where men
are siruggling and are paying interest, the
Bank might do as the workers’ Iomes
Board and other State instrumentalities do,
namely, make a rebate of a small amount on
the interest charged.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: After rebating 75
cent. of the eapital!

Hon. W. J. MANX: The Government lost
capital through thcn own maladministra-
tion. The settlers cannot be blamed for
that.

¥lon. J. J. Holmes: The groupic got the
money.

Hon. W. J. MANN: He got part of it
only. A lot of it was accrued compounl
interest.

Hon. T. Moove:
in the country.

Hon, W. J. MANXN: The city merchants
got a lot of it, and other people waxed fat
upon it. After all, the groupies got the
thin end of the stick in most eases. [
hope the practice of seizing the proceeds
of small sidelines will be stopped. In many
cases these sidelines are the veswlt of
months of labour on the part of the wife
and ehildren of the scttler in an endeavour
to earn a few shillings for themselves.
Grabhing these small amounfs has not got
the Bank anywhere, but has given the
Bank a bad reputation. The practice is
paltry in the extreme and heart-breaking
for the people concerned. It may be said
that the proceeding was a legal one. It
may have been legal bat it was not logical,
particularly when it is most essential
to maintain the best possible feeling be-
tween the Bank and the settler. I hope we
have heard the last of that phase of the
scheme. Members have no idea of the
pain, disappointment and sorrow that have
heen caused to the dependants of settlers
through this practice. It is all very well
to say a settler did this and that. Yhen
people work seven days a week and the Bank
commandecrs all the proceeds, and the
settlers cannot pay their storekeeper for the
plain necessities of life, it takes an Angel
Gabriel to be content and keep quiet.

per

Aud a lot of it remained
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Hon, G. W, Miles: Group settlers are not
singular in that.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I know that many
primary producers have bad the same ex-
perience.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If the State handed
over all the assets without charge, woull
you be satisfied?

Hon, W. J. MANN: Even then the Siate
would not lose. Western Australia is not
the only State which has lost money on such
sehemes. If the hon. member has read of
what has happened elsewhere, he will know
what Josses Vietoria has sustained in closer
settlement, and the extent to which these
bave outweighed our losses on group settle-
ment. In giving evidence in Vietoria re-
cently, the ehaiman of the Closer Settle-
ment Commission urged the Government to
put their scheme on a proper business font-
tng. Closer settlement in Vietoria is not
tjuite analogons to our group settlement, he-
cause it has a wider application and takes
in some of the wheat-prodneing parts of
that State.

Hon. T. Moore: Nearly all.

Hon, W. J. MANN: Ii is so extensive that
closer settlement involves one-sixth of the
agricultural lands of Vietoria, which is made
up prineipally of agricultural areas. The
cltairman also said thai the bulk of the
northern mallee had never paid even work-
ing expenses, apart from interest, depreecia-
tion and capital charges. The total losses
through the effort to stimulate closer settle-
ment  were  between  £15,000,000 and
£20,000,000, in addition to which enormous
sums were lost through the non-payment of
rates, Jicenses, and other things of that de-
seription.  Although we have lost money in
thiz State, we are not singular in that. Tt
is not mueh comfort to know that other
States have also lost money, but it might be
borne in mind that the poesition here is more
dillicult than it can possibly be in the other
States. Over there, with their many vears
of experience behind them, they have made
bigger losses than we have, and the position
now is deplorable in the extreme. Whilst
group settlement has been a tremendous ox-
peument, it has had a wonderfully good
effect on other sections of the farming com-
munity. The money expended has been
widely distributed and enjoyed by meost
people in the State. The Speech also indi-
cates that last year’s apple erop was
1.000,000 cases, and that 800,000 cases were
exported. I have already referred to the
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necessity for equipping the Bunbury harbour
in order that fruit and meat shipments might
be carried on. OQur froit export trade is
desiined to wrow. The eonsumption of fruit
the world over is extremely low. People
have yet lo be awakened to the advantage
of a greater fruit diet. As this awakening
ocenrs, so will the demand for our fruit
increase. I do not fear that we shall not be
able to tind reasonable markets, provided
proper husiness precautions are taken to
market the fruit in the right places.

Hon. 1. Moore: Fruit is foo dear on the
other side of the world.

Hon. W, J. MANN: Yes, because the cost
of getting it there is also relatively high.
The more we can eut down costs, the better.
If the Bunbury harbour is equipped for the
shipment of fruit, as well as meat, that will
tend to reduee costs, T am glad the
Main  Rowds  Denartment  are  assist-
ing the fruitgrower by endeavouring o im-
prove the roads. Frnit carried over rough
roads becomes bruised, and its value deterior-
atez,  Tn the past growers have suf-
fered from that sort of thing. I hope the
State Sawmills will see that an adequate
supply of fruit cases iz available this year.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How are they going
to do that?

Ton. W, J. MAXN: It ¢an be done. Fruit
cases are not as pavable a line as the cutting
of ordinary fimber. I understand there is
abont £1 a load difference in the profit.

The Chiet Sceretary: Where did you get
that information?

Hon. W, J. MANN: T have heen told
that if is sv. It is known that the mills do
not laok upon the cutting of fruit cases with
a very kindly eve.

The Chietf Seeretaryv: Not beyond a cer-
tain point.

Hon. W. J, MANX: In the past there
has been an outery from growers who have
heen unable to et cases.

Hon. 1. Craig: There was a great out-
ery last year.

Hon. W. J. MAXNXN: I know that some of
the growers will not order their eases early
enongh in the =vason to enable supplies to
he eut,

Hon, 1. Craiz: Tt is a complicated busi-
ness,
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Houn. W. J. MANN: If thev so desire,
they can have their fruit cuses ready for
their crop, and there is no nced for the
ounfery that we have heard in the past, I
have one other reference to wnake to the
South-West, and it may not be quite ortho-
dox. We should pay a little more atten-
tion to the fur resourees available there.
In Queensland an open season for "possus
for one month was declared in July last,
and in o Brishane newspaper u statement
appeared that the official estimate was that
1,600,600 skins would be obtained during
the  period  ncntioned. Any  mem-
ber who followed that matter up  will
recollect the tabulous prieces that were re-
ecived for the skins at the auetion sales,
the return from whieh ran into a very
large amount. Advantage was freely taken
of the open season, and it resulted in the
civenlation of a lot of money. In the
South-West we have had a close season
for ‘possums for a long time, and I under-
stand the bush is now teeming with them.
In some places the ‘possums are beeoming
a pest.

Hon. H. Tuckey: In very few places.

Hon, W. J. MANN: I am told that that
is the position, and that they raid gardens
and even enter houses. A good deal of
moeney is available frow that particular
souree, and I frust the Government wiil
declare an open season for ’possums at a
suitable period, so that people in the eoun-
try can augment their slender vesourees.

Hon. 1. J. Holres interjeeted.

Flon. W. J. MANN: It is all very well
for those who do not have to count every
shilling, and whose income is assuved. It
is quite a different matter with the man
in the eountry who wants some extra eash
with which to purchase a suit of clothes,
or with which to make sowe provision for
his wife and children.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You would not veniove
the embargo during the breeding season?

Tlon. W. J MAXN: XNo. Tt should
Le  during the proper time of the
vear. The next mabter I will deal with

relaies to the tourist traffic. For years
we have been endeavouring to awaken the
Gioverninent to the lucrative trade that is
available from the tourist traffic. The
monev and publicity that the State has
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lost througl ueglecting that traffic eannot
be computed. People here hardly realise
what a wonderful range of attractions Wes-
tern Ausiralia possesses, attractions that
are nob available in any other part of the
world. ¥From Albany to Wyndham, and
from the coast eastward to Kalgoorlie and
Wiluna, we have interesting industries and
pleasure resorts that many people wouid
be only too glad to visit, were those attrac-
tions brought under their notice. In other
parts of the world, vast amounts of nioney
are distributed by tourists who are always
seeking new scenes, new experiences and
new thrills. We are deing practically no-
thing to securc for Western Australia par-
ticipation in that sourece of revenue. We
have our State ships travelling northward,
and I am told that the idea of catering for
the tourist traffic iz, to those in aunthority,
absolute anathema. They want nothing to
do with that traffie. In the South-West
trains ave running empty.

Hon. T. Moore: The people have taken
to motor cars.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Those trains are
empty because no cffort is made to secure
patronage for them. We have a State Tour-
ist Department which is about the poorest
and most attenuated one could imagine.

Hon, T.. Craig: It has no money.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I make no charges
against the director or his offieials, but
the position is that they are not permitted
to spend a shilling. There is no vote worthy
of mention for the tourist bureau, and ii
appears to me that the burean is in the
position of a wood-and-water jooy for the
State Gardens Board, which seems fo he
the ontstanding authority.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Who are on that
board ?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I want to know
something about that board. I want to
know how the board are financed. In vain
have T looked for some time past for a re-
port on the activities of the State Gardens
Board. T would like to see their record of
receipts and expenditure. I suppose they
are kept by someone, but no one seems fo
know anything about it. The board must
bave some source of revenue. I understand
that some is obtained from the Swan river,
and in other dircetions, but they must get a
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good deal on top of that. I want {o know
whether their accounts are audited, and if
not, why not? Somcone can find money
for the State Gardens Board, because they
are able to build roads to pleasure resorts
and a hotel at Yanchep. They are able tn
provide nice drives for the metropolitan
folk on Sunday afternoon.

Hon, H. V. Picsse: A lot of the work is
done with the advantage of private dona-
tions.

Hon. W. J. MANX: I was not aware of
that; T want to know something about it.

The Hounorary Minister: At any rate, the
man in eontrol is a live wire,

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, but still the
work is done in the dark so far as the public
are coneerned. 1 want to know where the
money comes from, and how it iz spent, [
am not erificising the work that has been
done, but I complain that it is mostly in one
direction. It is nearly all in the interests
of the people in the metropolitan area, and
the rest of the State can go hang. Take the
position of Cave FHouse ai Yallingnp. T
do not associate this with the State Gardens
Board, but if money ean be made available
for that body, I claim that Cave House
should have been built long apo,

Hon. G. Fraser: Did not the money avail-
able for Cave House go inte a rrust fund?

Hon, W. .J. MANN: I understood that
£1,000 was spent on equipment, and
I presume the rest of the monev is in the
safe custody of the Government. The Chief
Seeretary smiles when 1 refer to Cave
House, and I certainly desire to commend
lim for the attempt he has made to alter
the condition of affairs at Yallingup. "We
cannot expect tourists to come here if we do
not cater for them decently.

Hon, J. Nicholson: What about New Zea-
land?

Hon, W. J. MANN: We cannot compare
Western Australia with New Zealand. The
Cave House at Waitomo is a delightful
place to visit.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is that run by the
Government or by private enterprise?

Hon, W. .J. MANN: By the Government.
People are prepared to pay £1 or 225, 6d. a
day for ascommodation there, and are will-
ing to book well ahead, whereas in this
State the Cave House at Yallingup cannot
be filled up at 10s. a day, simply because no
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conveniences or facilities for tourists are
provided. The manager is an excellent man,
but he aud his staff cannot do the impossible.
I hope that the Chief Secretary will, if pos-
sible, redouble his efforts and see that some-
thing definite is done to assist the tour-
ist resorts of the State.  We should be
able to provide an itinerary for tourists
ranging frem the Leeuwin to Wyndham and
back through the goldfields. It will be done
some day, beecanse the people will be glad to
see our goldfields, which are among the
greafest in the world.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Could yon not hand
Cave House over to the State Gardens
Board?

Hon. W. J. MANN: Certainly not. There
is one other matter I shall refer to. Excep-
tion has been taken to the proposal of the
Government to spend a considerable amount
of money in providing trolley buses for the
Claremont district. I eannot snbseribe to
that project. If the Government have money
to spend on improving transport facilities in
and around Perth, there are many other
places that are langmishing for such con-
ventences that could be better dealt with.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And water supplies
are required.

Hon, W. J. MANN: There are many
directions in which that money eould be
better spent. It ceems almosi futile to hope
that we shall have a better train service. We
have been promised an improvement for a
long time, but T am afraid that improve-
ment is as slow in coming as the trains are
slow in running. We still hope for some
betfer transport facilities and one ecan
merely say, “Lord, let it be soon.”” With re-
gard to the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, I hope the Government will take into
consideration the necessity for the amend-
ment of some of ifs provisions. My com-
plaint is that the country roads are not pro-
perly policed. There is a great tendency on
the part of some people to make traffic hogs
of themselves when they get on country
toads. One section of motor drivers think
they own the ecarth. They drive in the middle
of the road and will not move to one side or
the other to permit other traffic to pass.
They are a menace not only to themselves,
but to evervone else on the road.
When they get into the country they seem
to think they are a law unto themselves.
Another thing is that some vehicles, par-
ticularly trucks, load with an undue over-
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hane on  cither side. This s a very
dangerous practice. On country roads you
can see a truck loaded with timber and the
load overhanging 18 inches on either side,
which of course leaves very little room for
anvhody else on the road. The sooner we
have traflic police with some roving com-
missions fo go along the roads and make an
example of those people, the better it will
be. I support the motion,

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.31]: Ishould like to take this
apportunity to congratulate the new Leader
of the House. I sincerely trust that as long
as another place permits him to keep that
seat lie will have a very pleasant time in it,
without too much opposition from members.
I have notieed with some disgust the actions
of varivus professors of our University. We
find that the Government paid last year
£31,500 towards the maintenance of that
institution, Then we find that many of the
professors—it may be that they are ex-
tremely good in their own departments, I
do not know, but what does strike me is that
we have an cnornous number of journalists
oceupying the positions of professors at the
University.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Journalists or Com-
munists ¢

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER: T will come to
that second aspeet a little later. A number
of the professors appear, not only to take
their long leave of four menths every year,
but also to acquire study lesve, which takes
them abroad. Who pays for their trips I
do not know, but T assume they pay for them
themselves, and I assume also that they are
paid their salaries while away. There are
very few professional men in life who are
ahle to acquire not only four months’ holi-
day in each year, but also trips abroad for
the purpose of keeping themselves up to
date. A professor is usually looked upon as
more or less a bookworm. They are now
building a library at the University at a cost
of £60,000. Already they have a good
library tlere, and with the money available
one would think the professors eould keep
themselves fairly well up-to-date. It seems
that with a free University some arrange-
ments eould be made whereby we would get
an interchange of professors. But vou turn
on vouwr wireless and find a professor falk-
ing; vou pick up vour newspaper and find
a professor writing, and if you walk along
the street vou see placards explaining that
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a professor is to address a meeting.  This
is the zort of thing T mean:—

TRUTH CAXXNOT BE SUPPRESSED !
Throughout the world to-day workers
und intellectuals are watehing wifh
admiration and sympathy the vonder-
ful progress made under Socialism
by ihe peaple of the Soviet Unioun.
In West Australin this interest will
e expressed in a

of Friendship for the T.B.8R.
to be held in the

Arundale Hall,
James Street,
on
Salurday Afternoon, Nov. 2, at 2 paw., to
which the Public are cordinlly invited!

Congress

That is what we seem to he paying for. T
feel this matter personally, for T am a dirvect
subseriber towards the maintenance of the
gentleman who was addressing that meet-
g, The same gentieman T saw hilled to
speak at some society which is woing to
abolish war.

Hon. €. F. Baxfer: Well, they will he
doing 2 good work there.

Hon. H. §. W. PARKER: Yes, they will
he doing good work. But from infaney 1
have always been tanght that if I want a
fellow not to hit me on the nose I must stop
him from deing it. Apparently there is a
new philosephy abread, led by the profes-
sors of our University, namely that we must
have no war. I must say for that professor
that he certainly served in the last war.
And of course we are all entitled to our
ewn view, whether on religion or on polities.
But what T objeet to is his airing those
views as a professor of 1he University, in-
stcad of doing it in his private capacity.
I shonld have thought that gentlemen who
hold the positions of professors at the Uni-
versity would have sufficient to do to look
alter their jobs without going outside. If
they are not sufficiently well paid, let then
be paid more. But T do seriously ask the
Government to remove that tax from tha
legal practitioners which compels them to
pay £ each towards the mainienance of one
of the chairs at the University. There are
legal practitioners in country distmets to
whom £5 means a considerable amount.
Nevertheless those fellows have to pay that
£5 hefore heing allowed to practise in eourt.
It is the only profession charged with this
amount, and I must say that we should have
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for our use a very extensive library, There
is one al the Supreme Court, but it is by
no means up to date, all for want of funds.
A small subsidy is given by the Government
each vear for the maintenance of that
library, hul nothing like snfficient to get
all the weekly and monthly law reports
from the Rasteru States and from England.
That library is available to members of Par-
linment, lawyers, judges, magisirates, clerks
ol courts and students of the University. I
think that £5 subscription would be fur bet-
ter spent if placed in that library at the
Supreme Ceowrt instead of in the University.
Another thing that disgusted e very much
was the entire and absolute lack of deeency
on the part of one of our professors who
in the publie Press eastigated the Vice
Chancellor of the University. I am not con-
cerned ns to which was right, but there was
one of the professors holding up to ridicule
a gentleman in the position of Viee Chan-
cellor! Counld there be anything worse? The
University is supposed to be a dignified place
and a place to he proud of, hut apparently
manners are not taught there, and any man-
ners that may come ont of the University
are due to the students own innate good
hreeding. Look at the proecession they have,
a ridiculous and absurd procession. 1 do not
know whether the University can stop it,
but it is a pity if it cannot. Then take the
University magazine, a paper they publish
every now and then, but one that von ean-
not have in your home. Do the TIniversity
professors write for it? Ne. 1 under-
stand that the articles appearing in that
paper are written eratis, that no one re-
ceives any remuneration for them. Ti should
be a very good paper if some of the pro-
fessors wrote for it some of the articles
they write for the public Press. It may he
claimed for them that they write for the
Press in order that their knowledge might
be disseminated. That may be so, but T
think their knowledge would he disseminated
very mneh hetter if they devoted their time
and attention to the students, and so allowed
the students to disseminate the knowledge in
their turn. 1 trust we shall noi have any
fnrther exchanges in the Pressz between
officers of the University, whether profes-
sors or others. I must say I eannot join
with Mr. Moore in contendine that the Gov-
ernment have done so much good work.

Han. T. Moore: Fairly good.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER : 1 will say this,
that part of their work has heen very good,
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where tuey tfollowed the previous Ad-
ministratior in endeavouring to get men
back to work. The previous Administra-
tion from 020 to 1933 had a very bard
time indeed, with no money and a tremen-
dous mumber of unemploved. They had to
carry on @: best thex could. One object
they had in view was to encourage private
enterprise ~o as to get men back to per-
manent work, instead of casual work. True,
that Administration had a large number of
relief workers and half-time workers, which
must be a horrible form of employment.
But I suggest that the Government shonld
deo their utmost te encourage private enter-
prise 50 as fo give the working man an
opportunity to get permanent employment
—and the only way to get permanent em-
ployment is to be emploved in works of a
permanent nature

Hon. T. Moeore: Kenneally was after that.

Hon. . 8. W, PARKFER: 1 will tell
you about Mr. Kenneallyv. I would like
the Minister when replying to the debate
to tell me m what way the present Gov-
ernment durine the past three vears have
advanced any mwnexy lo factories for the
purpose ol establishing those factories in
a practical way, so as to give men perman-
ent cmployment. T notice that the ex-
Minister for Emplovment, who was sap-
posed to devote the whole of his time and
attention to his job—I hardly like saying
this, because he is not here to reply to
me—certainly devoted a tremendons amount
of time and attention to very exeellent pob-
licity work. It was seldom one could pick
up n newspaper without secing the Minis-
ter's photograph as he opened some show.
T went to many myself, but T did not sne-

ceed  in getting into  the photograph.
The Minister seized every opportun-
ity to talk local production. which of

course was excellent work. But consider
what the previous Administration did in
fostering the dairying industry. That was
a permanen{ matter, supplving our own
goods instead of impeorting them. Bnt
what have the present Government done,
except talk about loeal industry—‘‘support
loeal industey”?

Hon. I.. B. Bolton: Oh, did thex?

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: Well, they
talked about it.

Hon. . Fraser: The tronble is, thev did
not talk enough.
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Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: Wherever I
«0, they are always talking about it, The
(Government cannot possibly promote pri-
vate enterprise, which is the only way to
get men into permanent work, bhecanse,
broadly speaking, they are opposed to pri-
vate enterprise, and they are direetly
opposed to banks and the so-called mone-
tary system. They objeet to the banks,
and vet private enterprise c¢an only be fin-
anced hy the trading banks. The enly way
that anv industry, primary or secondary,
can carry on is thvough the assistance of
the banks. The CGovernment claim that
the general hmprovement in employment is
due to their work. Nothing of the sort!
It is due to the general improvement all
ronud, and that general improvement has
teen hrought about through the banks ad-
vaneing money to people to employ men.
Nolods ean suggest that through any par-
ticular Government are men employed by
private enterprise, unless the (fovernment
advanee money fo the industry to enable
it to employ men. Temporary (Government
works are the very worst form of employ-
ment that any man ean have. We cannot
expect to get fnll value for the money, for
various reasons, one being that the men ave
not always suitable for the oceupation:
they have no heart in their work; they have
no permaneney in their job, and they are
simply working from hand to mouth, Fur.
thermore, thev are inelined to lose their
self-respect. We must encourage men to
seeure permanent employment., The pre-
sent Administration, according to articles
appearing in the Press from time to time,
from the pen of their newest Minister, are
strongly opposed to the banks. I must
assume that that is the general policy -*
the party. But it is rather corious that
they should have appointed one of their
own Ministers to an institution that bears
the name of n hank and given him a
princely salary, far moere than is paid to the
manager of a trading banle. I am referring
to the so-ecalled Agricultwral Bani:, That
institution, of course, is not a bank, never
was and was not intended .to be. It was
formed to settle the land, and now the
day  of reckoning has come, and
naturaliv there is considerable trouble.
Tn the ordinary course of Dbusiness
affairs, the man on the Jand would
g0 to a private bank for nssistanee.
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1f land values dropped and the value of the
seeurity fell, the bank would ecline to
carry the man further, and would cut the
loss. The banks usnally do that by selling
up the security. Il there was a debit, it
would be wiped out; if there was a eredit,
the man would get the difference. Then some
other person wonld take the land over and
the State would be none the worse for the
change. There would still be a farmer on
the land; instead of its being Brown, it
would be Jones. Years ago the Legislature
in its wisdom decided to have an institution
to advance money to scttle the land. I feet
sure that everybody recognised there would
be enormous losses. The day of reckoning
has arrived. The institution was carried on
until farmers gained the idea that they had
a perfect right to go to the Agricunltural
Bank and demand money, That view, of
course, was entirely wrong and was no good
to the country. The present Commissioners
are not advancing any morc money, exceph
as a trading bank would do. The Legisla-
ture, in passing the Agricultural Bank Act,
realised that it would not be wise to open
up new conntry—the Bank was to have
nothing to do with polities which the open-
ing up of new country gemerally is. The
Bank was therc for no other purpose than to
wind up the affairs of the destitute farmers.
Tt was said there were a great many people
on the hooks of the Bank who should never
be there. I entively endorse that statement.
It was said that those men must he got nd
of, and that we must have decent men on
the land who would make theiv farming pay.
That is quite true; it has to be done. 1t was
sdid, “We ave not going to advance any more
money. If the property is worth an advanee,
go to the private danks.” The Act is simply
designed to wind up the Agrieultural Bank.
Yet we bave three gentlemen as Comnis-
sioners at high salaries for the sole purpose
of winding up an institution dealing with
destitute farmers.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: They are nat all desti-
tute. Many of the Agricultural Bank clients
pay their way.

Hon, H. 8. W, PARKER : If some are on
a good sound footing, they could go to the
privaie banks. At any rate, we should not
call the Agrienltural Bank by the high-
sounding name of a bank. Let us have a
rural eredits institution, and apply it only
where  there is a rveasonable prospect of
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securing the payment of interest and the re-
payment of capital.

Hon. T. Moore: This House defeaied that
a few years ago.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER: Maybe, but
new blood has entered the House since then.
It seems to me the time has arrived when
the policy of the Government must be to
wind up the Bank. This might occupy 25 or
even 50 years, hut certainly it skould Dhe
wound up. It is of no use earrving ou in
the present way. ‘When onee a Government
institution has lost the confidence of the
people with whom it deals, it cannot be of
any benefit to the country, however well or
however hadly the institution may be con-
ducted. If it has lost the eonfidence of the
people with whom it deals, it cannet be of
any value. There is a very common phrase
in  use, “Agricultural Bank assets.” The
Bank has no assets; it has sceurities, It was
suggested in this Honse that the Bank
should pay insurance on its assets..The Bank
has no assets until it seizes the seeurity.
Pending that, the assets belong to the
farmer. The Bank has security over the
assets, and has to watch the seeurity very
closely, hecause often it is not as good as it
might be. The State has lost a considerable
sum of money through settling the land.
That is unfortunate, but we have to put up
with it. Some years ago many banks erashed
hecause the value of their seenrities fell he-
lew par. That is happening now with the
Agrieultural Bank. Many of its securities,
people believe, ean never return to par.
Consequently, the State has to ent its loss
and wind up the institution. Assume that
a man has obtained an advance from the
Bank of £3,000, and that on sale by the
Bank, all the property will bring is £1,000.
Is it not far better to let some good man go
on that property at £1,000, a man who is
able to pay his interest, than to have on the
holding a man with a hopeless debt of £3,000
doing no good for the eountry? Tt is far
hetter to get the eountry settled in
a businesslike way. If the property
were worth £1,000, the man conld go
to a trading bank, or some other institution,
and get £500 with which to carry on,

Hon. H. V., Piesse: Why not write down
the value to the present owner?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: When it was

offered for sale, the present owner could
have the right to buy it. Let us write down
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securities until we write the Bank out of

existence. The Commissioners are really the
farmers’ morteagees. They are not bank
managers,

Hon. L. Craiz: Liquidators.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER : Not necessarily
liquidators. They are farmers’ mortgagees,
and they deal principally with destitnte
farmers.

Hon. T. Moore: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I am pleased
to have that contradiction. While I have
occupied a seat in this House, I have had
reason to doubt whether there was a solvent
farmer in the State.

Hon. T. Moore: You never go into the
country.

Hon, H. §. W. PARKER: T spent last
week on a farm, but that does not matter,
Tt iz very inieresting to learn that we have
farmers who are comparatively well off. They
do not need the Agricultural Bank in the
way it is being conducted at present. I should
like to see the names of the Bank Commis-
sioners changed to “‘farmers’ mortgagees,”
and let them be paid accordingly. When I
first entered the law, I went to the ecourt one
day, and found there many more barristers
than T had seen hefore. T asked the reason,
and was informed that it was the Bank-
ruptey Cowrt. Tt is curious that there are
a far greater numher of briefed barristers
in the Bankruptey Court than in any other
Court. Why, I do not know. Perhaps
wherever the corpse is being divided, there
the crows congregate. The other day I was
in the eountry—Mr. Moore should be pleased
o hear that—and was speaking to a magis-
trate. He told me that he had to travel
there at his own expense; the department
would not pay even for petrel for his car.
He told me that to use the train would ab-
soth three days, whereas by using his car
he could leave home after breakfast and
return for the evening meal. Yet, be pointed
out, there were frequently several Govern-
ment motor ears outside his eourt belonging
tn inspectors of the Agricultural Bank. Any-
oné connected with the Bank seemed io have
n car, but the Government would not pro-
vide even petrol for his ear.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: A magistrate is not
overworked.

Hon, H. S. W. PARKER: He is over-
travelled. Has the hon. member seen the
Bank Commissioners overworked? Some of
them drive up and down to their office in
state in very nice motor cars. Some arrange-
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ment should be made for a magistrate to re-
ceive hetter treatment. I hope the Minister
for Justice will consider the matter and see
that magistrates arc treated more reaszon-
ably. Tt must be to the advantage of the
depariment if a magisirate is able to travet
quickly and be available for other work.

The Chief Seervetary: Did he apply for
petrol?

Hon. H. §. W. PARKER: I nnderstand
he did so and was refused. A matier that
I think should be emphasized i= that of our
standard of living, of which we are rightly
proud, has to be the standard of liviog
that the primary produeers pive us.
It is no use outstepping the primary pro-
ducer. 1t is the primary producer whe
keeps the city and the metropolitan aven
soing, The primary producer, whether it
he the miner, the pastnralist, the pearler. or
the farmer, is our sole source of wealth, We
have got to do what we can to keep him pro-
dneing. We have to take a relative view of
matters. Thronghout Nature we find host
and parasite. Unquestionably our hest is
the primary producer, and the parasites are
the rest of us. Now we are unfortunately
metting round. Tistening to the speeches in
this debate, we find that the Government arve
heing asked to provide money from the para-
sites to keep the host going. As =oon as the
parasite starts to keep the host, if the host
cannot keep himself, the parasite has to go,
hecause he cannot live unless he is bleeding
the host. Therefore we have to wsee that
everything in our power is done to assist the
farmer and other primary produecers.

Hon. L. Croig: He is sucked dryv nearly.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: That is the
only way we live—on the farmer and on the
pastoralist, on the wheat cheque and on the
wool cheque. Yet we find £80,000 being
spent on an absolutely and entirely uscless
hus service, when that money will be needed
by the pastoralist to re-stock his station and
hy the farmer np North where the crops are
Failing and the farmer ontback, towards
Konrda as well. The whole of that monev
is required, and urgently required. TIf we
do not keep the farmers on their holdings.
what s the wuse of trollev buses? None
whatever. In any case, the buses are ah=o-
lutely not wanted in any shape or form.
Who wants to see those filthy, unsighily
poles with live eleetric wires all abont the
place? Apart from their being dangerous
and entirely unsightly, there is the fact that
we have succeeded for many yearsz in havine
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onr wires underground thronghout the eity.
But now we are to have them right from the
top of the hill in Cluremont along the river
—a network of imported wire. The only
excuse is that this will save importing
petrol. It is shocking to think we should he
spending all that money on un-needed trolley
buses when funds are so urgentlvy needed
olzewhere. Tf we leave the huses to private
enterprise, we shall have an enormous source
of revenue. The revenue produced by the
buses is great. There are the direet taxes,
without taking into consideration the in-
direct taxation and ineome tax and so forth.
But we are to have another State trading
concern which will be like wmany of our
State trading concerns, a dead loss. TIf pri-
vately owned bnses are a dead loss, it will
not matter to the Government, as they will
still et their revenue out of the secheme.
But if the Government's proposal proves a
losing one, we shall have to pay. Who
wants to pay? Who wants to o into this
useless gamble?

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Tramway Union
forced the Government’s hand.

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKFER: T sincerely
hope the citizens will take some action he-
fore this proposal is earvied out. Just think
of £80,000 for buses when schools are needed
around the country so that the farmers can
keep their children by them and he wmeore
happy. Water supplies, ton, are needed.
If we do not spend 3 large swm of money in
the North-West, it will be denuded of white
men by leprosy. That disease is so seriouns
that large sums of money will have to be
spent, and quickly. The plea is that we have
no money. But the Government have
£80,000 to spend on a new, useless, un-
wanted State trading concern. Tt is time
we began to realise that money must not be
spent in the metropolitan area if we want
the metropolitan area to eontinne. Tt must
be spent in the country to keep the people
out in the country and enconrage them to
remain there. The other night I happened
to listen to a speech in another place sug-
eesting a 40-hour week, not for the farmer,
who has got to pay for it, but for the city
worker. The farmer is fhe man who will
have to pay for improving eonditions in the
citv. Take the conditions at the present
time; they are not eomparable as between
the country worker and the city worker,
There is not the slightest doubt about who
has the better conditions and the better
standard of living: and vet we want to
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improve the better conditions and the
higher standard of living of the eity
worker at fhe expense of the country
worker. It is cven suggested that men
shopld retive at 40 years of age. Can a
Farmer retire at 402 Can any primary pro-
ducer? Tt was also suggested that the sehool
leaving age should go np to 16 years, so
as to get more men into employment, be-
cause then persons from 14 to 16 years
would not be employed. 1 quite agree to
taking the age for leaving school up to 16
vears if the starting age is made eight
vears. I think our people would be far
better cducated if we started them at eight
and thex went on to 16, than, as at present,
from six to 14, If a boy is started at eight,
he will soon pick up to what is called the
normal standard af 12 or 14

Hon. €. F. Baxter: How is the man on
the basic wage with a large family going
to get on?

Houn. H. 8. W, PARKER: I have not
worked the matter out, but I would be iv
favour of raising both ages. I quile rea-
lise that there are many Governments, some
more progressive than others, inclined o
look at matters through the electoral volls
or the Eleetoral Aet. That is centirely
wrong. Whatever the Government may be,
they shounld stand or fall by doing what is
the right thing, and not be out vote-
catching, T fear that sometimes the pre-
sent Government’s actions have led me fo
think that possibly they are after votes and
not after what they think would be cor-
rect. Now I wish to guote Section 11 of
the Transport Co-ordination Aet passed in
1933—

(1) On the dircetion of the Minister, the
Board shall, or of ita own velition may, inquire
and report whether the services of aay rail.
way or part of a railway or any tramway or
part of a tramway, are adequate for the re-
quirements of the distriet or area which such
railway or tramway serves.

(2) If in the opinion of the bourd the ser.
vices of any railway or tramway as aforesaid
are inadequate, and the requirements of the
distriet are or ean be better served by road
and/or air transport, the board may recom-
mend the closure or partial suspension of ser-
viee of the railway or tramway.

(3} Any such recommendation shall be put
before Parliament for its sanetion, or other-
wise:

Trovided that the Minister shall direct the
board to call tenders for road transport and/

or air transport to serve the distriet or area
served by the railway or tramway, and the re.
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sult of such tenders shall he ascertained before
the Bill for the closure is put hefore DParlia-
ment.

(4) 1n calling tenders, the boarl shall frame
such eonditions as will insore that adequate
provision is made for all the transport require-
ments of such district or area.

(5) No tender shall he aceepted by the Min-
ister until Parlinment approves of the closure
of the railway or tramway. Ou the neceptance
of any tender by the Minister, the Board shall
enllect from the teuderer the sum or sums
agreed upon, and such sum or <smns shall he
paid into the Treasury and used te liguidate
the capital cost of the railway or framway
which has been closed. Any sum or sums re-
ceived from any subscquent tenderer or ten-
derers shall e dealt with in like manner.

(8) The capital cost of any railwav or tram-
way so closed, less the valug of any wmuterial
recovered, shall at onec e deleted from the
capital account of the Railwax Departinent.

(7) Tt shall be the duty of any person or
persons charged with the promotion or pro-
posing to construet any new railway to confer
on such propesal with the Board, which shall
inquire into the same and report thercon. The
Board’s report shall be 1aid before Parliament
when the Bill to authorise the eomstruction of
the railway is introdueed.

I think hon, members will agree that that
was meant, and was thought, to be sufii-
cient to stop any tramway from being
closed without the anthority of this House:
bt what is overlooked is that the defini-
tion of a trolley bus makes it & tramway,
So that the (iovernment are not elosing
the tramway at all, but are only substitnt-
ing a different form of tram. The Govern-
ment ride roughshod over the .\ef, within
their legal vights but not within the spirit
of the Act, as hon. memhers will agree,
If the CGovernment did what T sub-
mit wonld be the right thing, thev would
call for tenders for the materin] in that
road. This wonld wipe out some of the
capital cost of the tramway. The sale of
the rails and the necessary paraphernalia,
~-posts and wires,—wonld also assist
to wipe off some of the eapital cost. I
eonsider the Gevernment have done a thing
they should eertninly not have done. There
is a matter which I would like the Govern-
ment to take in hand. T am sure hon. mem.
hers will agree with me as to this. For
many vears, [ know, the present Govern-
ment have desired to have a Parliamentary
Drafisman. Tt is highly essential that
there shounld be a drafting sieff. The Par-
liamentary Draltsman’s job is one that
cannot easily be filled. Drafiing in itself
is an art, a matter that requires consider-
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alle book knowledge. We are uow turning
ont a1 great many cxtremely well-frained
lawyers from the University who are all
requirving jobs. I would like 1o see some-
one appeinted clerk-in-charge of the draft-
ing room, which would be n sub-department
of the Crown Law Department, where all
drafting would be done, whether the actual
drafting was done by the Solicitor
General, the Crown Solieitor, or the
deaftsman available fo private members.
It should all oo ihrough that depariment -
all laws, improvemenis to lnws. and neces-
sary  amendments  vequived by law. He
shanld advise the Attorney General and
Ministor for Justive, so that the Government
conld he well informed as to current legis-
latian in other parts of the Empire. A strik-
iz example of the mannar in which regula-
tions are drafted, printed and gazetted, and
come hefore this llouse, is the reeent one
of the traflic rewulations. The traffie reon-
lations, owing to the amended Act, tonk
over six months to draw up. They were
then gazetted. T took exeception fo one regu-
Iation. hut hefore that could come before
the House all the regulations, which took
six months to draft, were thrown out and
a fresh lot eame into existence. Only yester-
dax these new vegulations were hronght for-
ward, Quilte obvieusly the reason was that
they had not heen gone into. T do not know,
hut T am woing to assume that the repealed
regulations could not have heen prepared by
the Crown Law Department, but must have
heen prepaved deparfmentally. T was once
an officer of the Crown Law TDepart-
ment, and T know this happens. A de-
partment wants a regulation for the purpo=e
of rectifying some evil. They eonsider it is
useiess tnking it io the Crown Law Depart-
ment where they would net have it attended
to for n week, a fortnight or a month, or
perhaps would not get it at all. So thev
draft it themselves, the Minister puts it
through, it is gazetted, and no one ever wor-
ries about it. 1t may be uitra vires, but no
one is going to query it. That i= entirely
wrong. .\ rezulation has the <ame foree
as an Act of Parliament, but T defy any
member of this House to find where a recu-
lation under a specifie Act is to be found or
seen. Tuke the Noxious Weeds Aei. T will dety
any member to say whether there are or are
not any rewulations under that, and if ~o,
how he ean fing out if there are. Evervone
knows that regmlations are made holus-holu=




488

and we get them put on the Table here, and
there is no record kept, no index. The de-
partment should have an index of all regu-
lations, and a fils of all regulations. They
should issne them every year in bound
volume, as the Commonwealth does, keeping
them up-to-date, and watching amendments,
and so assisting people generally. Oune of
these days we are likely to be run in because
a policerman has suddenly discovered there
is o regulation to prevent us from spitting
on the footpath, a regulation we have heard
nothing about.

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is such a regu-
lation now.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Would any-
one be able to find it? The department I
snggest would pay its way in facilitating
matters generally. It should be a separate
department. KRegnlations are as important
as Acts of Parliament and should be treated
as such,

Hon. G. W. Miles: They didn’t give you
time to remedy this when vou were there.

Hou. H. S. W. PAREKER.: Unfortunately
there was some misunderstanding. With the
establishment of such a department, it would
be found that as time went on expert drafts-
men were being trained, men who are so
urgently needed. The hend of the depart-
ment would watchk the law and current alter-
ations in the Jaw, May T refer to one that
went through in England in 1935, the Law
Reform Aet? Tt is not uncommon to find
instances such as this. Two cars collide with
The result that a passenger of one car is seri-
ously injured, We must assume that there
was some negligence ov there would have
been no collision. The passenger could sue
either of the drivers or both. What he
usually does is to sue both and get a jude-
ment against both. It does nof matter
whether one driver is very negligent, and the
other only a little so. The law takes no
notice of the degrees of negligence. There-
fore the law will give a judgment sgainst
both. The net rvesult is that the plaintiff ean
wet the whole of the money from whichever
driver he likes. He conld let one go free
—probably his pal who was the driver of
the ear he was in and very likely the negli-
gent one—and get his money from the
other.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think there is the
richt of contribution.

Hon. H. 3. W. PARKER: In the new
law in England, there is the right of eon-
tribution, and the man from whom the money
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is claimed can insist on getting his money
vecouped to some extent by the other man.
But that is not so here. Again, here a man
is liable for eertain of the wrongs his wife
may commit. In England that is not so.
If the wife in England, for instance, slan-
ders her neighbour, she has to pay for it,
and not the husband, but that is not the case
here. Ti might be said that a private Bill
should be introduced in this connection. A
private Bill might be passed through
this House, but there is another placs
where they have only private business once
a week, and an enormouns number of private
Bills are slaughtered. I know from
personal experience, for I have tried to get
a private Bill throngh the other place. Bus
this matter should e dealt with by the Gov.
ernment. 1 feel sure that if we had had
such an office as I am suggesting, we would
have long sinee had third-party insuranee
for motor ears. This matter was top of the
list in the Governor’s Speech last session,
but it is not even placed in the Speech this
session. It is, however, long overdue. I
would alse ask the Minister to make some in-
quiries into the possibility of expediting the
issue of the bound volumes of the Statutes,
for which we at present have fo wait eight
months. The bound volumes may mean
nothing to the man in the street, but they
are important to those dealing with the
Statutes—all the courts and the lawyers.
If a man wants to know anything about the
law, he asks the lawyer, but the lawyer can-
not tell him because he has not got the
bound volume. Every year I have brought
up this subject. It is absolutely essential
that the Statutes be consolidated. Mr. Sayer
has practically all consolidated and veady
for the printer. Mr. Sayer was retired some
vears ago and his services in this work that
he has curried on since his retirement have
proved most valuablte. Let ns get the whole
work completed even if we have to cut out
halt a mile of trolley buses. Through the
nstuteness of Mr. Sayer, consolidations have
been pushed through each year. In the
Speech now being debated there is mention
of the eonsolidation of the Police Act. Why
not a Statutes consolidation, and do the
thing properly? The Police Act Consolida-
tion, I presome, means that it is proposed
to amend the law relating to the police—a
hew Police Aet—and it is being called the
Police Aet Consolidation. It is high time
that the Statutes were consolidated; the eon-
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solidarion would provide ample work for the
new drafting officer whose appointment T
have suggested should be made without
delay.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.26]: In
the conrse of the debate on the Address-
in-reply we hear ecomplainis from members
regarding the proposed legislation men-
fioned in the Speech. On examining the
position this year we find that we have
progressed somewhat, for there is listed
about ten measures, which is a larger num-
her than I remember over having seen men-
tioned in the Speech. Members eannot now
say that there has not been an improvenient
in this direction. The Governor’s Speech
is always a very interesting and eomprehen-
sive document, and is taken advantage of
for a marathon debate. I wish to let mem-
bers know that at this hour of the even-
ing it is not my intention to centinue the
marathon: I desire merely to make refer-
ence {o one or two subjeets mentioned in
the Speech. The first is the question of
migration. We have heard g lot in recent
vears from statesmen, and politicians in the
Commonwealth, who have agitated for a
resumption of the migrafion poliey. I hope
it will be many vears before there is such
a resumption.

Hon. [.. Craig: Yon mean assisted mi-
gration.

Hon. . FRASER: Assisted or nomin-
ated.

Hon. L. Craig: Or voluntary.

Hon. G. FRASER: T am dealing with
migration as we knew il some years ago.

Hon, 1. Craig: There is nothing wrong
with nominating migranfs under certain
guarantees.

Hon. G. FRASER: What are gnarantees
worth? There are many instances of those
who guaranteed having been called upon
to fulfil the guarantees and not being ahle
to do so.

Hon. L. Craig: Their gnarantees should
not have been accepted.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member shonld be allowed to proceed with-
out interruption.

Hon. G. FRASER: Tt is suggested that
the guarantees should not have been re-
ceived, but they were received and in many
cases the guarantors were not able to stand
up to the guarantees they had given. There
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were insfunces when, after the migrants
had arrived and had been here for some
time, the conditions of those who had given
the guarantee had changed to such an
extent that they were not able to stand
up to the responsihility theyagreed to
accept. I hope that migration on similar
lines will not again take place, at least for
many years to come. If it is desired to
have population in this country I do not
again wish to see similar schemes put into
operation. I would prefer the method sug-
gested by Mr. Moore this afternoon, that
is, to make the conditions more attractive
than they are now, and by this means in-
duce people to come here rather than as
a result of any Government secheme for the
assistance of migrants.

Hon. L. Craig: No one wants that.

Hon. G. FRASER : Whilzt Mr. Piesse did
not favour an entire migration scheme, he
was quite prepared to set a scheme afoot
to bring domestics to this country. I know
there are many more males than females
in this State, nevertheless I am opposed
to that suggestion. The hon. member said
we should have domestics brounght here,
hecanse it was impossible in many eases to
obtain domestic servants under preseat con-
ditions. We do not need a migration
scheme to obtain domestiecs. Many people
blame the women folk because they will
not take jobs of this sort. In numbers of
instances one cannot blame the women
folk. This is one of the unorganised in-
dustries of the State, and beeause it is
unorganised numbers of people take advan-
tage of those who enter it. I do not say
that is so in all cases, but in innumerable
instances women are expeeted to work all
sorts of hours and under all sorts of con-
ditions for a mere pittanee. We have com-
plaints because the women folk of the State
will not assume duties of this kind.

Hon. L. Craig: You have not given the
real reason.

Hon. G. FRASER: T have given the chief
reasol.

Hon. L. Craig: They eet higher wayes
than shop assistants.

Hon. G. FRASER: That i1s news to me.
I know something about the wages of shop
assistants and about thosze paid to domes-
ties.

Hon. L. Craig: One gels her keep and
the other does not.
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Hon. G. FRASER: The domestic is kept
from first thing in the morning until mid-
night, in many cases.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You are speaking of
20 or 30 years ago.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 am speaking of
to-day.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The conditions are
quite differgnt now.

Hon. G. FRASER: The conditions of the
industry make it difficult to obtain women
for this class of work. They have to work
long hours, reccive small pay, and have un-
satisfactory conditions generally to contend
with. Many domestics who have had pre-
vious experience do not care to venture back
into the industry. If something covld bo
done to improve the conditions it would not
be long before many of the vacancies that
now exist would be filled, and the complaints
would cease.

Hon. L, Craig: Why ecan it not be organ-
ised?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The girls are notf
available.

Hon. G. FRASER: I suppose those in
the industry are as mueh to blame as any-
one elze, I understand this House refused
to give them the right to organise. There
is not much chance for any organisation to
make headway unless it has the protection
of the Arbifration Court.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And have another Miss
Shelley coming into our home.

The PRESIDENT: If the hon. member
addressed the Chair he would not provoke
s¢ many interjections.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not know that
she would enter any of the homes. A few
Miss Shelleys in some of the homes would
make the conditions more decent than they
are to-day. I was pleased to hear Mr. Mann
touch apon the touriet question. I have
given some consideration to that matter. 1
wag surprised to see the small amount that
had been expended on advertising to bring
tourists to this State. We have all the
natural advantages, and quite a number of
places of beauty to attraet many more tour-
ists than we have had in the past. Most of
those whe complain blame the Government
because insufficient money is spent in ad-
vertizing. Even if we spent treble the
amount, that would be insufficient. Tt is not
only a matter for the Government. If tour-
ists were encouraged to come here accom-
modation would have to be provided for
them in various parts of the State, accom.
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modation of the standard required by visi-
tors. That indicates the matter is not only
one for the Government. I admit we should
impress upon the Government the necessity
for playing their part in the matter, but pri-
vate enterprise must also fake a hand when
the tourists are brought here. I do not know
that at present we have the facilities for a
large tourist traffie.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government could
at all events fix up Cave House.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes. I interjected
when Mr. Mann was speaking that I under-
stood the money from the insurance on Cave
House had been placed in a trust fund. That
was the answer supplied to me at the fime
of the fire when I asked a question concern-
ing the matter, During a recent trip to the
Eastern States I noticed that a good deal of
atfention was being paid there to tourist
traffic. As a result of the activities of the
anthorities there the States are undoubtedly
reaping a Tich reward.

Hon. L. Craig: The ocatering at the rail-
way stations there is much better than it is
here.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes. When we do
get the tourists we must look after them a
great deal better than we do now. It is for
the Government first of all to arrange the
necessary advertising; secondly & great im-
provement will have to be effected in the
railway facilities offering in this State. Most
of the tourists that come here will have to
travel over the State by rail, because they
will searcely be able to bring their ears with
them. It is rather too expensive to hire cars
here, consequently the principal mode of
travel will be by rail, If we relied solely
upon our present railway catering arrange-
ments I am afraid not many tourists would
come back twice.

Hon. I. Craig: They are disgraceful.

Hon, G. FRASER: There is a dining car
on the goldfields line, but when we get away
from that line we find that the catering
arrangements arc more primitive than they
are anywhere else in Australia. Apart from
the goldfields line, or perhaps the Murchizon
and Wilnna lines, it is impossible to get a
meal along the route. At Beverley on the
Great Southern only a little fime is afforded
to the traveller to obtain some sort of a
meal. The train for Pemberton leaves
Perth at 7.30 in the morning and reaches

its destination at 10.15 p.m. Through-
out that long journey it is impossible
to obtain & meal, beyond tea and
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sandwiches at the refreshment rooms.
If the Government do embark upon a
campaign to encourage tourists I suggest
they effect the improvements to which I
have referred. A gzood deal has heen said
about orderly marketing. In our district
we have manv producers who are suffering
beeause of the lack of marketing facilities.
Fruitgrowers and those engaged in vegetahle
growing are the people most concerned. At
one time there is a superabundance of pro-
duce on the market, and at other times a
searcity, beeause there is no organisation to
regulate the marketing.

Hon. L. Craig: James cut that out.

Hon. G, FRASER: Let me take onions,
for instance. Only two or three districts
grow onions extensively, and the produce
all goes on the market at the one time, with
consequent low prices for the growers. The
consumer would not have to pay a higher
price if the ecommodity were marketed in an
orderly mannper. The grower finds it hard
to earry on under the present system, but if
orderly marketing were instituted, a great
improvement in the industry concerned
would be effected. Y was surprised to hear
Mr. Parker take the Government to task for
their employment poliry, and to hear him
contrast the policy of the present Govern-
ment with that of the past Government. 1
should have thought he wonld have left that
subject alone. During the term of the
previous Government hundreds and thou-
sands of men in the metropolitan area were
doing nothing but piek grass out of the foot-
paths. T am surprised to think that the hon.
member should stand for that sort of em-
ployment.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker:
understood me.

Hon. G, FRASER: The present Govern-
ment have made an endeavour to engage men
in oecupations that will prove of henefit to
the State. During the term of the previous
Government men were loaned to local gov-
erning bodies so that they might draw cash
instead of ration tickets, and were called
upon to fill in their time in various ways.
That type of employment was stopped by
the Government at the first opportunity. All
those men who were wasting their time were
put on to works from which great henefit
would acerne to the State. The sewerage and
other works were being carried ont hy men
who previously were merely filling in time
for the loeal governing hodies, apart from
which, of course, there was the fact that the

You quite mis-
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local governing hodies could reduce the
number of men employed by them. That
resulted in a further inecrease in unemploy-
ment at that time. We now find that men
are engaged on tasks that are of advantage
not only to the men but to the State as well.
Despite what Mr. Parker said, the men on
that work now bave some ouilook that was
not available under the regime of the
previous Government. When we consider
that for upwards of five or six years some
of the men on part-time employment have
averaged throughout less than the basie
wage, it seems almost impossible that they
could have struggled through. I hope that
the announcement that is to be made by the
Government regarding conditions that will
operate as from the 5th October next will
he such that these men will be placed on
full-time employment. I am none of those
who desire the finaneial emergeney tax to
be altered so that the men in receipt of the
basic wage shall he exempted from the tax.

Hon, G. W. Miles; That was done with
regard to the basic wage workers in the
metropolitan area, but not on the goldfields.

Hon. G. FRASER: Due to the higher
hasic wage payable on the fields, T know
that the goldfields workers had to pay the
tax, but I shall assist the hon. member if he
seeks to exclude men in receipt of the basie
wage throughout the State from the neces-
sity to pay the financial emergency tax. T
dp not think he will aceept the challenge.
Becanse of the recent rise in the basic wage,
a large number of workers will now have to
pay the tax, although formerly they were
excluded from that responsibility. I hope
the Government wilt take an early opper-
tunity to introduce legislation to grant
further exemption for the basic wage
workers. While the amount of the tax may
not seem mueh to the man who is in a steady
position, it is considerable in the eves of the
man in receipt of the basic wage.

Hon. L. Craig: We are living in a state
of emergency.

Hon, G, FRASER: Yes, but we should at
least endeavour to do the best we possibly
ean for the basic wage workers. I believe
that only those in regeipt of more than that
wage should be asked to pay such a taxz.
There is one other matter I wish to refer to,
and it is inevitable that it should be touched
upon by any member coming from the Fre-
mantle district. T refer to the road bridge.
Not much advance has heen made in the
effort to secure a new stroeture. Two or
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three vears ago, the engineers told us that
there was still a life of eight years in the old
bridge. 1 assume that a lot of preparatory
work will he required, even if the Govern-
ment decide to build a new bridge. By the
time those preparations are made and the
bridge is completed, not mueh of that eight-
vear period will remain. T trust that before
long some definite announcement will be
made regarding this all-important work.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I suppose vou antici-
pate that, now vou have two Ministers from
the West Province,

Hon. G. FRASER: Ministers do not take
us into their confidence rvegarding sueh de-
partmental matters, and we have no more
knowledge in thot respeet than the hon.
member. This, of course, is not merely a
Fremantle matter, hut is one that affeets the
whole of the State. T support the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.32 pm,
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The Speaker took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read pravers,

QUESTION—FORESHORE,
SWAN RIVER.
Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, TIas he yet received any report
from the Joint Committee representing his
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department and the City Council on the
question of the contro]l of the foreshore be-
tween Barrack-street and Mounts Bay-road’
2, If so, what is the nature of such report?
3, Iy there any prospect of an early start
being made with the work of reclamation
and beautification of this part of the fore-
shore?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1 and 2, No. 3, No policy of reelamation
and beautification ean be determined until
the authority of control is settled, and the
question of the various uses to which the
respective parts of the area are to be put is
decided.

IRRIGATION

QUESTION—HARVEY
AREA.
Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for

Water Supplies: 1, In view of the
serions position that has arisen in the Harvey
irrigation area owing o the shortage of
water, eausing approximately 4,600 acres to
be execised, is it his intention to give imme-
diate consideration to making provision for
additional water storage in this area? 2,
As 2215 per cent. more land than can be
watered hy the present weir is still in the
ared, how does the Irrigation Commission in-
tend to water this area?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, Provision
ou the Estimates for survey of possible reser-
voir sites is contemplated. 2, It is consid-
ered that not for several years would the
whole of this pereentage of land need irriga-
tion supplies, and that in the meantime pro-
pressive methods of water saving should
meer inereasing demands,

QUESTION—STATE INSURANCE DE-
PARTMENT AND GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES.

Mr. DOXEY asked the Minister for Em-
plovment: What are the premiums per £100
of insurance paid by the Public Works De-
partment to the State Insurance Department
for part-time relief workers, quarrymen,
timher fellers, meneral labourers and the de-
partment’s elerieal staff?

The MINISTER ¥OR EMPLOYMENT
replied: The insurance of the Puhblic Works
Department employees is arranged on a flat
rate basis. The rates charged are 20s. per
cent. for the clerica) staff and 160s. per cent.
for other workers,



